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Hinduja Brothers - Wherever they go, 
they carry controversies with themselves 


From Left, Standing : Ashok, Prakash, Gopichand; Sitting : Srichand Hinduja. 
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When his charred, dying body 


was rushed to hospital from a 

cheap hotel in Mauritius, few knew me О 
that this 22-year-old youth was the 

heir to one of the richest Asian 

dynastics in Britain. But Dharam 

Hinduja was never to take his & 

place as head of the £1.3 billion 

trading business run by his British- Io I М зе 

based father and three uncles. 


Dharam took his life because he 
could not be with the woman he 


loved. 
In a story that has all the ingre- Ya e a 
dients of Romeo and Juliet's trag- 


edy, Dharam was prepared to reno- 
unce all his wealth and privilege for | - 
his childhood sweetheart. 
Dharam Hinduja and Ninotchka nh 
Hepzibah Sargon grew up only a 
few streets apart in Mumbai. Ninot- 


chka's older sister dated Dharam's 
cousin. By the time the couple 


ag & | 

were studying in London, they had r 

developed a love for each other O пап S 

that was so intense, they were | 

rarely seen apart. But the match 

was doomed. & 

Dharam's father Srichand had 

high ambitions for his son as well we a IOS 

as for himself — Srichand was 

named the 11th richest man in 

Britain last year and had worked 

his way from Mumbai to the heart | ti 

underwrite the "Spirit Zone" of the Y 
Millennium Dome in the tune of £3 

million. As the son of the head of | TIP 

поп лә те вол ог те пе Worth £1.3 billion and under- 
expected to lead an exemplary x x в 

Hindu life style. His father was а write rs of the М ; | len n В а m 
strict observer of religious tradition. H = d А 1 
Srichand never drinks alcohol or ka 
жеке E Dome, the Hindujas are Brit 
twice a day. It was expected that 2 adi - 

he should find a suitable wie tor ain S most powerful Asian 


his son when the time was right. A 


partnership with Ninotchka was not fam { ly. Charl otte в radshaw | 


what his family had їп mind. 

She was part-Indian and raised - 
in Mumbai, but her origins were а reports from Mumbai on the 
veritable melting pot : there were 


Russian Jews on her father's side; poignant story that will tor- 


German Catholics on her mother's. 


The beautiful, almond-eyed girl, the ment them for ever, 


youngest of 11 children would never 


of the British Establishment. The 
Hindujas recently agreed to 
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make the grade for the powerful 
Hindujas. 


Srichand never drinks 
alcohol or eats meat and 
prays in temple twice a day. 
It was expected that he 
should find a suitable wife 
for his son when the time 
was right. A partnership with 
Ninotchka was not what his 
family had in mind. 


But Dharam and Ninotchka 
defied the family's wishes. On 
January 18, 1992, tn the presence 
of two friends who acted as 
witnesses, they were married in 
secret at Chelsea Register Office. 
They were both 22 and thrilled to 
have sealed their love at last. 

In doing so, Dharam had made 
a decision to turn his back on the 
Hindujas empire and the enormous 
riches that went with it. The 
business is run by four brothers; 
Srichand, 63, who along with 
Gopichand, 58, heads the British- 
based operation from New Zealand 
House of London; Ashok, 48, looks 
after their business interests in 
Mumbai: and Prakash, 53, is 
based in Geneva. Apart from an oil 
company and a substantial stake in 
Ashok Leyland, the Indian truck 
manufacturer, their business empire 
is hard to quantity. Their main 
source of income is still from 
trading and they own a complex 
web of companies which operate 
globally. Dharam, it seemed, would 
no part to this. In May, 1992, the 
| Westminster-educated heir to the 
family fortune, who graduated from 
School in America in 1991, said 
goodbye to his father and set off 
to Mumbai. 

As far as Srichand was concer- 
ned, his son was en-route to Ame- 
rica and his place at Harvard Unive- 
rsity to study law. On May 13, after 
a night out with some friends, 


Dharam left Mumbai. He abondo- 
ned his car close to the airport in 
an attempt to make his disapp- 
earance look like a kidnapping. 


He paid up a pro paid ticket to 
Mauritius where he waited for 
Ninotchka, who boarded 40 minutes 
later on a flight from Paris. Their 
plan appeared to be going well. 
Booked on flight to Australia a few 
days later, they checked into a 
cheap boarding house in Mauritius. 
Dharam shaved off his characteri- 
stic moustache and told the boar- 
ding house that their passports 
were required for visa formalities to 
avoid giving their real names. 

Intent on keeping a low profile, 
the lovers only appeared in the 
twilight hours saving what little 
money they had managed to 
escape together, they left the hotel 
only after dark and ate in a snack 
bar across the road. 

But the Mauritian honeymoon 
was to be shortlived. An Air Mauri- 
tius representative told the family of 
Dharam's flight to Mauritius. Two 
days later, Srichand and an entou- 
rage of uncles, aunts and a detec- 
tive checked into the opulent Royal 
Palm hotel on the tiny island. 
Srichand gave strict orders to the 
front desk he was not to be distur- 
bed — not even by his son. 

That evening, the family discov- 
ered Dharam and Ninotchka were 
booked on an evening flight to 
Australia via Singapore. Srichand 
went to the airport to wait for 
them. 

The couple never appeared. At 
7 p.m., a taxi turned up at the 
boarding house to take them to the 
airport but it was sent away. 


The next morning, Dharam left 
his hotel room shortly before 8A.M. 
and saw his photograph on the 
front page of the local newspaper. 
There was nowhere to run. Agitated 
and and distressed, he left the 
hotel with an empty bottle, return- 
ing a few hours later with it filled 
with paint thinner. 


Dharam's father Srichand 
had high ambitions for his 
son as well as for himself — 
Srichand was named the 11th 
richest man in Britain last 
year and had worked his way 
from Mumbai to the heart of 
the British Establishment. 


Pouring it on the mattress in the 
hotel room, he and his wife.sealed 
the gaps under the windows and 
doors and tied each other's hands. 
A slow and painful death, they 
decided, was better than a life 
where they could never be free. 

But as the fire took hold and 
covered Dharam, who suffered 65 
percent, struggling free of her restr- 
aints, she tried in vain to put out 
the flames consuming her husband 
and opened the windows. 

Staff at the Hotel Rossignol saw 
smoke billowing from their room. 

By this time, Ninotchka had 
freed Dharam who, growing 
increasingly distressed, panicked 
and threatened to jump off the 
balcony. Ninotchka stopped him by 
holding on to him and saying " I 
love you, | love you." 


Suffering severe burns on his 


Following a post-mortem, London coroner Michael Beven 
recorded a verdict of suicide, saying, "Objections to the 
marriage on the part of his family prevented the couple living 
together and he decided that if they were going to have a life 
together, they would need to live in another country." 
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face and body but able to walk, he 
was admitted to a nearby private 
nursing home before being moved 
to a specialised burns unit at the 
Princess Margaret orthopaedic 
hospital. 

That night, he was flown back to 
London, accompanied by both Nin- 
otchka and his family. Srichand is 
Said to have told police, "She is 
one of our own." 

Back in Britain, he was admitted 
to the Queen Mary Hospital, Roeh- 
ampton, where he fought for his 
life. "But kidney failure overtook 
his body, followed by respiratory 
failure. Three days after the 
incident, Dharam Hinduja died. 

On May 21 his remains were at 
Juhu Santa Cruz crematorium Nino- 
tchka, who still has relatives in 
Mumbai, has since disappeared but 
is believed to be in India. 


The next morning, Dharam 
left his hotel room shortly 
before 8A.M. and saw his 
photograph on the front page 
of the local newspaper. There 
was nowhere to run. Agitated 
and and distressed, he left 
the hotel with an empty 
bottle, returning a few hours 
later with it filled with paint 
thinner. 


Following a post-mortem, Lon- 
don coroner Michael Beven recor- 
ded a verdict of suicide, saying, 
“Objections to the marriage on the 
part of his family prevented the 
couple living together and he 
decided that if they were going to 
have a life together, they would 
need to live in another country." 

It is a verdict that Srichand 
refuses to accept. Who can blame 
him? As a father who loved his 
son more than anything else in the 
world, the belief that he was in any 
way to blame would be unbearable. 
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Focus 


Gulf and the Far East. 


"Тһе truth is not known and 
cannot be believed as it has been 
presented, knowing my son as | 
did," he said recently. "He would 
never have killed himself — he 
was such a strong person and was 
devoted to his parents and family. 

"So it is very hard to accept 
that a fearless believer would ever 
dream of such an action. Nor did 
we have any restrictions or any 
such strong religious tie-ups. Our 
family is open and free." 

The entrance to the opulent 
apartments in Carlton Gardens, the 
Westminster mansion block that is 
the London home of the Hinduja 
brothers, is resplendent with pictu- 
res of them partying with the 
people who matter most. Pictures 
of one brother shaking hands with 
George Bush stand proudly next to 
another with John Major, Margaret 
Thatcher, the Queen and Prince 
Charles are also among the lumin- 
aries who feature in their proud 
collection. 
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THE WEDDING THE LOVERS 
COULD NEVER HAVE HAD 


1 

| 

І 

1 

| 
Dharam and Ninotchka's register office | 
wedding was a far cry from a typical Hinduja 1 
marriage. When Srichand's three nephews were ! 
married in 1996, no expense was spared. Six 
thousand guests were invited to the ceremony, | 
held at the Royal Western Indian Turf Club tn i 
Mumbai, including "Bolywood" film stars. The | 
venue was a replica of a Himalayan scene i 
representing the home of the Hindu Gods, ү 
complete with dry ice cascading through the | 
cavern. Three silk-clad bridegrooms were paraded | 
on white horses and greeted by brides adorned | 
with the finest jewellery. More than 500 rooms | 
were booked in the city's most expensive hotels | 
to accommodate guests flying in from Europe, the | 
i 

а 


The brothers quickly established 
good relations with the current 
government and befriended former 
Trade and industry Secretary Peter 
Mandelson in the early days of the 
News Labour administration. 

Since their arrival in British in 
1979, Srichand, Gopichand, Ashok 
and Prakash Hinduja have made 
something of an impression on 
British society. The Diwali parties 
they threw in New Zealand House, 
their busines headquarters in 
Central London. In the eighties to 
celebrate the Hindu New Year are 
legendary. Regularly attended by 
Baroness Thatcher and a throng of 
Cabinet ministers. They carried 
tremendous kudos with contacts 
keen to enjoy the generous hospi- 
tality of their hosts. 

The Hindujas have also rubbed 
Shoulders with royalty. A donation 
made to the Prince's Youth Busin- 
ess Trust in 1991 was followed by 
a place at the Prince's table and 
the brothers dined at Kensington 


V.MUDLHDIAD а 


А trusted name in Gold & Diamond Jewellery 


Now in a larger 
showroom 


Intricate 
craftsmanship ` 


Exclusive 
designer styles 


Exquisite 
new range 


V. MGRLID й СО. 


SHOWROOM: 7, Jaitirath Mansion, 2nd Floor, Barrack Road, Behind Metro Cinema, 
Bombay-400 020. Phone: 2000441, 2000280. 


MURLI ADNANI 


Palace. A reciprocal invite to their 
Diwali bash led to a polite refusal 
from the Prince — and Princess 
Michael of Kent went instead. 
Srichand's daily exercise routine 
also brought him into the presence 
of Princess Diana as both were 
one-time patrons of the Vanderbill 
Raoquet Club. 

However, the Hindujas are care- 
ful not to get bogged down in per- 
sonal allegiances when networking 
with useful people. Though firm 
friends with Mrs. Thatcher, they 
were on equally good terms with 
her successor and John Major 
regularly entertained them at 
Downing Street. 


Although they were born into 
wealth, the Hinduja brothers’ rise to 
the super-rich classes has been a 
fast one. The Hinduja family busi- 
ness was Started by the brother's 
father Parmanand, who moved 
from the family home in the Indus 
valley in Sindh, now part of 
Pakistan and made his money in 
Iran. An importer of crockery, 
woollen garments, silk and spices 
and exporter of carpets and dried 
fruit, when he died in 1971 he left 
behind a £2 million inheritance. 

The business then passed to 
Srichand, who continued importing 
and exporting goods in partnership 
with his three brothers and building 
trading links between India and 
Iran. It wasn't long before the 
Hindujas came to the attention of 
the Shah himself. They famously 
operated as the Shah's intermedi- 
ary in the kudremukh iron-ore deal 
with India, smoothing relations 


Focus 


Since their arrival in British in 1979, Srichand, Gopichand, 
Ashok and Prakash Hinduja have made something of an 
impression on British society. The Diwali parties they threw 
in New Zealand House, their busines headquarters іп Central 
London. In the eighties to celebrate the Hindu New Year are 
legendary. Regularly attended by Baroness Thatcher and a 
throng of Cabinet ministers. They carried tremendous kudos 
with contacts keen to enjoy the generous hospitality of their 


hosts. 


between the two countries. 

In 1979 when the Hindujas 
relocated to London just before the 
fall of the Shah, they brought with 
them considerable wealth. How 
exactly they have made their 
money is unclear, not least beca- 
use they have always been shy to 
give interviews to the media and 
secretive about their private 
business life. This is compounded 


by the fact that for a family valued 


at over £1 billion, they have few 
visible assets. They have an oil 
company and a stake in an Indian 
truck company but their business 
empire is difficult to quantify. 

Srichand and Gopichand are 
listed as the 11th richest men in 
Britain with an empire worth £1.3 
billion. 

They have always given 
generous donations. But despite 
having given financial support to 
the Conservatives — Srichand 
famously bid £24,000 for a bottle of 
whisky signed by Thatcher at a 
fund-raising event — it has not 
prevented them from courting New 
labour. In their days as traders in 
Iran they were on friendly terms 
with the Shah. Yet this did not stop 


In 1994, the empire was rocked by allegations against Amas 
a fund management company that brother Prakash runs from 
Geneva, when it was linked to an investigation by Swiss 
authorities into suspected drug-money laundering. Again, 
these allegations were denied and Amas was subsequently 


cleared of any involvement. 
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them from growing equally cosy 
with the Ayatollahs. 

Mr. Mandelson recently became 
a special acquaintance of the 
brothers, frequently visiting their 
HQ and hosting a number of events 
held by the brothers, even speak- 
ing at a farewell party they gave on 
behalf of the retiring Indian High 
Commissioner. 

The brothers have a long 
history of generosity and, through 
their charitable wing, the Hinduja 
Foundation, they have made some 
high profile awards. As well as their 
support of the Spirit Zone of the 
Millennium Dome project they have 
also made a donation of £113,000 
to help build the Watford Hari 
Krishna Temple. They are closely 
associated with the movement and 
are said to be among its biggest 
patrons. But their charitable giving 
has also brought them troubles. A 
£167,000 award they made to the 
Shri Swaminarayan mandir — the 
beautiful marble temple in Neasden, 
North London - left them at odds 
with parts of the Asian community. 
After the temple opened in 1995, 
newspaper coverage appeared to 
suggest that the public acclaim for 
the project should be given to the 
brothers. Feelings became so str- 
ong that, last November, a group of 
more than 200 Hindu businessmen 
and worshippers drew up a petition 
voicing their concerns. 

The petition stated; "We are 
deeply hurt and annoyed that your 
family has been acclaimed as the 
principal backers of this historic 
mandir... we applaud your efforts to 
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help good causes... we are the 
party who are hurt by the sugges- 
tion that your family has made a 
mandir possible in Britain. There 
has certainly not been a single 
person or a single family who can 
take credit for this achievement." 

Although the brothers state that 
they did not see this petition, they 
were evidently concerned about 
any hostility. In the same month, 
the Hindujas responded to the 
newspaper reports by issuing a 
press release through Srichand. It 
said that the reports were mislead- 
ing апа incorrect, that they had 
been only one of thousands of 
supporters and it acknowledged the 
contribution of others. 

Estimates of the cost of 
building the biggest Hindu temple 
outside India were met by the 
Hindu community. It was completed 
for a bargain £12 million. People 
who had spent years supporting the 
project had understandably been 
perturbed at the suggestions that 
the Hinduja's donation seemed to 
secure them in the public eye as 
the project's champions. 


- Former chairman of the Neasd- 
en temple, Praful Patel says: 
“People gave free labour in India 
and in the UK. Followers, men, 
women and children have carried 
bricks and cement to build it. The 
only person who can claim credit is 
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the 
spiritual leader in India." 

The brothers recently pledged 


Focus 


One such investor was Ashok Bathija. Born in Shikarpur, 
the Hindujas' hometown, Bathija had a long connection with 
their family. When both of their parents later settled in Khar, 
Mumbai, their mothers worshiped at the same temple, the 


Khatwari Darbar. 


ЕЗ million to underwrite a section 
of the Millennium Dome. Represen- 
tatives of the family visited the 
Neasden temple last October to 
appeal to the community for contri- 
butions, but at that time there was 
some reluctance to donate. The 
Hindujas can only hope that their 
statement will now finally settle the 
matter. 

This trouble follows hard on the 
heels of another controversy. Their 
close relationship with Mandelson 
led to the minister being embarra- 
ssed when members of the Oppos- 
ition accused him of compromising 
his ministerial duties by soliciting 
money from big business. 

But, despite, all their connectio- 
ns, they have never quite succeed- 
ed in achieving what they surely 
want, which is to be accepted as 
part of the British establishment. 

Unlike their close rival in the 
Asian business world, Dr. Swaraj 
Paul, the steel magnate, they have 
yet to be offered a seat in the 
House of Lords. 

Stories of the four Hinduja brot- 


. hers rubbing shoulders with royalty 


and prime ministers in Britain have 
raised more than a few eyebrows 
among some Sindhis in Mumbai. 
The affluent community which orig- 


Furthermore, one Mumbai newspaper reported him as 
admitting that the shares were sold at “high unreasonable 
and unrealistic" prices. In other words, they were never worth 
the £5.70 at which they had been sold. Srichand said he had 
been misled by the "Inaccurate advice of his professionals". 

Ashok Hinduja later defended his company saying that the 
remark his brother had made at the meeting about a possible 
share buyback was "personal" and that Srichand was not on 
the board of directors of the company. 
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inates from the Sind region which 
is now part of Pakistan, has inves- 
ted heavily in the Hinduja empire. 
But many prominent members now 
have mixed feelings. 

Although the Hindujas move 
successfully in the power circles in 
India, entertaining such figures as 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and former PM Deve Gowda, they 
have had to endure bad publicity in 
India as well as good. Much of it 
is because of their close relation- 
ship with one particular politician, 
former premier Rajiv Gandhi. 

Allegations were made that in 
1987, the Swedish arms company 
Bofors paid bribes in order to 
secure a £500 million order. 

Gandhi, Gopichand Hinduja and 
12 other people were publicly 
named as being under suspecion. 
No formal charges were ever brou- 
ght and the Hindujas have always 
vigorously denied any involvement 
in the affair. However, despite the 
lack of evidence against them, the 
surrounding publicity inevitably 
tarnished the Hindujas name. 

In 1994, the empire was rocked 
by allegations against Amas a 
fund management company that 
brother Prakash runs from Geneva, 
when it was linked to ап investi- 
gation by Swiss authorities into 
suspected drug-money laundering. 
Again, these allegations were den- 
ied and Amas was subsequently 
cleared of any involvement. 

The Hinduja brothers' arrival in 
Indian business began in earnest in 
1987, where they bought a contro- 
lling stake in a bus manufacturing 
firm. Ashok Hinduja, who runs the 
family's concerns in Mumbai and 
Srichand who is overall head, were 
welcomed as shining examples of 
successful Asian entrepreneurs 


particularly by the Sindhi brothers. 

When the family needed inves- 
tors for their financial enterprise 
Hinduja Finance (HFCL), the Sindhi 
Community was keen to take part. 


In 1993, at Mumbai's prestigious 
Turf Club, the brothers called toge- 
ther members of the community. 
Speaking in the Sindhi language, 
Srichand stirred up feelings of brot- 
herhood and solidarity and people 
were only too eager to part with 
their money. 

And it was not only big business 
that invested. Women sold their 
jewellery, people mortgaged their 
houses and invested their life 
savings. 

One such investor was Ashok 
Bathija. Born in Shikarpur, the 
Hindujas' hometown, Bathija had a 
long connection with their family. 
When both of their parents later 
settled in Khar, Mumbai, their 
mothers worshiped at the same 
temple, the Khatwari Darbar. 

As a barristar serving at the 
High Court in Mumbai, Bhathija got 
a phone call from Ashok Hinduja 
inviting him to invest. He raised 
£36,500 and bought shares in 
HFCL. "The brothers, father, Parm- 
anand, was a true saint," says 
Bathija from chambers within the 
High Court, "The Sindhi community 
needed a leader and the Hindujas 
were treated like deities. They 
wanted to serve the nation through 
clean business and commitment to 
Indian scriptures." 

"When Ashok Hinduja called me 
personally, | felt very good. | 
trusted him." 

Although no wrongdoing is sugg- 


Focus 


ested, despite an initial increase in 
the share price, the dream was not 
to last. Bought for £5.70 shares in 
HFCL are today worth around 20 
pence, despite the fact that the 
company continues to trade at a 
profit. There is no doubt that the 
economic crisis that was fast deve- 
loping in Asia was a contributing 
factor to the share price. Bathija's 
investment is now worth, £1,300 
and he is in danger of losing his 
home. 

In 1996, the Hindujas, sensitive 
to public opinion, decided to hold 
a meeting of the Sindhi community. 
On September10, a letter was sent 
out to 300 shareholders, signed by 
Srichand Hinduja, it read : "For 
quite some time, | have been look- 
ing forward to the oppurtunity to 
have an informal get together of 
our Sindhi brethren ...... | shall be 
briefly visiting Mumbai (Bombay)... 
and would like to have an opportu- 
nity to exchange views and discu- 
ss matters of common interest with 
you over tea." 

At the meeting, held at the 
Oberoi Towers hotel, Srichand got 
more than he bargained for. The 
share losses were discussed — in 
total, the community had lost about 
£5.5 million in the share deal and 
angry investors queued up to voice 
their disgust. There followed a 
dispute about what was said. Some 
felt that Srichand assured them 
that the company was planning to 
buy back their almost worthless 
shares but this was questioned. 


Furthermore, one Mumbai news- 
paper reported him as admitting 
that the shares were sold at "high 


This trouble follows hard on the heels of another 
controversy. Their close relationship with Mandelson led to 
the minister being embarrassed when members of the 
Opposition accused him of compromising his ministerial 
duties by soliciting money from big business. 


unreasonable and unrealistic” pric- 
es. In other words, they were never 
worth the £5.70 at which they had 
been sold. Srichand said he had 
been misled by the "Inaccurate 
advice of his professionals". 

Ashok Hinduja later defended 
his company saying that the remark 
his brother had made at the meet- 
ing about a possible share buyback 
was "personal" and that Srichand 
was not on the board of directors 
of the company. The Hinduja broth- 
ers say that subsequently they 
gave small investors an opportunity 
to sell shares to recover initial 
investment and make a small 
profit. 

However, this has been of no 
benefit to Ashok Bathija, a big 
investor and he now plans to take 
the matter to court. Another 
investor, Uttam Tulsiani, runs an 
import/export business and tells a 
similar story. He invested £69000 
of his company's money in HFCL. 

1 invested with greed for profit 
and suffered in the bargain," admits 
Tulsiani. "As a businessman, | can 
accept that. But their credibility in 
India has been damaged, that's for 
sure." | 

The Hindujas have built a hospi- 
tal in Mumbai and have pledged to 
invest some £3.5 billion in India by 
2005, which might well win back 
the support of some of their fellow 
Sindhis. But, for the moment, feel- 
ings are still running high. 

One Indian businessman, Rahul 
Bajaj, told a newspaper : "To the 
best of my knowledge, they haven't 
hurt anyone. But, if they're not 
members of the club, it's because 
people feel they don't know how all 
of this money was made." 


Courtesy : 

The Express, 
London dated 
January 6th, 7th 
& 8th, 1999. 
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Hoshizaki-Japan, world leaders in Ice Cubing technology, now comes to India. 
To give you crystal - clear ice cubes - cube after cube after cube... 


Just imagine ! Perfectly formed 
crystal-clear ice cubes... cube after 
cube after cube ! All very nice 'n' 
quick 'n' easy. Just think ! 
:Micro-computer controlled 
Ice-making systems now within 
your reach, right here! 


Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cube Machine 
- the Technology leader 

At the industry's most automated 
production plant in Nagoya, Japan- 
Hoshizaki utilizes the latest, state- 
of-the-art manufacturing 
technology and robotics to build the 
most superior ice-making systems, 
worldwide, from 10 kg to 10 tons 
per 24 hours. Now, you can buy 
them here! 


Engineered for Superior Performance 
Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cubers are 
designed with fewer moving parts 
and fewer Ice-making cycles than 
any other ice machine. In the long 
run, this means, Laxsons-Hoshizaki 


Chill... you've got a Laxsons - Hoshizaki ! 


CALCUTTA š DELHI š 
BARODA 


Branches : 
POONA 


Dealers & Distributors Enquiries Invited 


Hoshizaki Ice Cube Machines 


Technology brought to you by 


LAXSONS (INDIA) LTD. 


sLaxsons = (I.C.M. Division), Plot No.AA2, Walbhat Road, Goregaon (East), Bombay 400 063. 
Tel.: 873 1024/873 0918/873 3977/873 1578 Fax: 91-22-872 6379 Tlx.: 011-70059 LAX IN 
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ісе machines produce more tons of 
ice than any other brand. 


Environmentally Responsible 

Being the best is one thing. Being 
environmentally responsible, quite 
another. To set new standards in ice 
making technology, design, 
quality, speed and, above all, 
hygiene for Industries, Flight 
Kitchens, Hotels and Restaurants, 
Laxsons-Hoshizaki uses the-most 
environmentally responsible 
refrigerants possible. The R-22 
refrigerant reduces water 
consumption by upto 30%, all the 
while using nearly 30%-1е55 
refrigerant. 


Customer Satisfaction - Not just a 
promise... A Guarantee! 

You'll never lose your cool when you 
require service from Laxsons. Our 
technically qualified and 
experienced team will ensure that 
you are fully satisfied when you buy 
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HILLING 


a Hoshizaki Ice Machine from us. 
Geared to understand your needs - 
we will help you select the right 
model, install and commission it to 
ensure it works and keeps working 
to your complete satisfaction. This 
is not just an idle promise... its our 
guarantee. 


Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cubers 
with state-of the-art 
stainless steel evaporator produce 
crystal clear ice cubes. 
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help good causes... we are the 
party who are hurt by the sugges- 
tion that your family has made a 
mandir possible in Britain. There 
has certainly not been a single 
person or a single family who can 
take credit for this achievement." 

Although the brothers state that 
they did not see this petition, they 
were evidently concerned about 
any hostility. In the same month, 
the Hindujas responded to the 
newspaper reports by issuing a 
press release through Srichand. It 
said that the reports were mislead- 
ing and incorrect, that they had 
been only one of thousands of 
supporters and it acknowledged the 
contribution of others. 

Estimates of the cost of 
building the biggest Hindu temple 
outside India were met by the 
Hindu community. It was completed 
for a bargain £12 million. People 
who had spent years supporting the 
project had understandably been 
perturbed at the suggestions that 
the Hinduja's donation seemed to 
secure them in the public eye as 
the project's champions. 


- Former chairman of the Neasd- 
en temple, Praful Patel says: 
"People gave free labour in India 
and in the UK. Followers, men, 
women and children have carried 
bricks and cement to build it. The 
only person who can claim credit is 
Pramukh Swami Maharaj, the 
spiritual leader in India." 

The brothers recently pledged 


Focus 


One such investor was Ashok Bathija. Born in Shikarpur, 
the Hindujas' hometown, Bathija had a long connection with 
their family. When both of their parents later settled in Khar, 
Mumbai, their mothers worshiped at the same temple, the 


Khatwari Darbar. 


ЕЗ million to underwrite a section 
of the Millennium Dome. Represen- 
tatives of the family visited the 
Neasden temple last October to 
appeal to the community for contri- 
butions, but at that time there was 
some reluctance to donate. The 
Hindujas can only hope that their 
statement will now finally settle the 
matter. 

This trouble follows hard on the 
heels of another controversy. Their 
close relationship with Mandelson 
led to the minister being embarra- 
ssed when members of the Oppos- 
ition accused him of compromising 
his ministerial duties by soliciting 
money from big business. 

But, despite all their connectio- 
ns, they have never quite succeed- 
ed in achieving what they surely 
want, which is to be accepted as 
part of the British establishment. 

Unlike their close rival in the 
Asian business world, Dr. Swaraj 
Paul, the steel magnate, they have 
yet to be offered a seat in the 
House of Lords. 

Stories of the four Hinduja brot- 


hers rubbing shoulders with royalty 


and prime ministers in Britain have 
raised more than a few eyebrows 
among some Sindhis in Mumbai. 
The affluent community which orig- 


Furthermore, one Mumbai newspaper reported him as 


admitting that the shares were sold at "high unreasonable 
and unrealistic" prices. In other words, they were never worth 
the £5.70 at which they had been sold. Srichand said he had 
been misled by the "Inaccurate advice of his professionals". 

Ashok Hinduja later defended his company saying that the 
remark his brother had made at the meeting about a possible 
share buyback was "personal" and that Srichand was not on 
the board of directors of the company. 
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inates from the Sind region which 
is now part of Pakistan, has inves- 
ted heavily in the Hinduja empire. 
But many prominent members now 
have mixed feelings. 

Although the Hindujas move 
successfully in the power circles in 
India, entertaining such figures as 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and former PM Deve Gowda, they 
have had to endure bad publicity in 
India as well as good. Much of it 
is because of their close relation- 
ship with one particular politician, 
former premier Rajiv Gandhi. 

Allegations were made that in 
1987, the Swedish arms company 
Bofors paid bribes in order to 
secure a £500 million order. 

Gandhi, Gopichand Hinduja and 
12 other people were publicly 
named as being under suspecion. 
No formal charges were ever brou- 
ght and the Hindujas have always 
vigorously denied any involvement 
in the affair. However, despite the 
lack of evidence against them, the 
surrounding publicity inevitably 
tarnished the Hindujas name. 

In 1994, the empire was rocked 
by allegations against Amas à 
fund management company that 
brother Prakash runs from Geneva, 
when it was linked to an investi- 
gation by Swiss authorities into 
suspected drug-money laundering. 
Again, these allegations were den- 
ied and Amas was subsequently 
cleared of any involvement. 

The Hinduja brothers' arrival in 
Indian business began in earnest in 
1987, where they bought a contro- 
ling stake in a bus manufacturing 
firm. Ashok Hinduja, who runs the 
family's concerns in Mumbai and 
Srichand who is overall head, were 
welcomed as shining examples of 
successful Asian entrepreneurs 


particularly by the Sindhi brothers. 

When the family needed inves- 
tors for their financial enterprise 
Hinduja Finance (HFCL), the Sindhi 
Community was keen to take part. 


In 1993, at Mumbai's prestigious 
Turf Club, the brothers called toge- 
ther members of the community. 
Speaking in the Sindhi language, 
Srichand stirred up feelings of brot- 
herhood and solidarity and people 
were only too eager to part with 
their money. 

And it was not only big business 
that invested. Women sold their 
jewellery, people mortgaged their 
houses and invested their life 
Savings. 

One such investor was Ashok 
Bathija. Born in Shikarpur, the 
Hindujas' hometown, Bathija had a 
long connection with their family. 
When both of their parents later 
settled in Khar, Mumbai, their 
mothers worshiped at the same 
temple, the Khatwari Darbar. 

As a barristar serving at the 
High Court in Mumbai, Bhathija got 
a phone call from Ashok Hinduja 
inviting him to invest. He raised 
£36,500 and bought shares in 
HFCL. "The brothers, father, Parm- 
anand, was a true saint," says 
Bathija from chambers within the 
High Court, “The Sindhi community 
needed a leader and the Hindujas 
were treated like deities. They 
wanted to serve the nation through 
clean business and commitment to 
Indian scriptures." 

"When Ashok Hinduja called me 
personally, | felt very good. | 
trusted him." 

Although no wrongdoing is sugg- 


Focus 


ested, despite an initial increase in 
the share price, the dream was not 
to last. Bought for £5.70 shares in 
HFCL are today worth around 20 
pence, despite the fact that the 
company continues to trade at a 
profit. There is no doubt that the 
economic crisis that was fast deve- 
loping in Asia was a contributing 
factor to the share price. Bathija's 
investment is now worth, £1,300 
and he is in danger of losing his 
home. 

In 1996, the Hindujas, sensitive 
to public opinion, decided to hold 
a meeting of the Sindhi community. 
On September10, a letter was sent 
out to 300 shareholders, signed by 
Srichand Hinduja, it read : "For 
quite some time, | have been look- 
ing forward to the oppurtunity to 
have an informal get together of 
our Sindhi brethren ...... | shall be 
briefly visiting Mumbai (Bombay)... 
and would like to have an opportu- 
nity to exchange views and discu- 
ss matters of common interest with 
you over tea." 

At the meeting, held at the 
Oberoi Towers hotel, Srichand got 
more than he bargained for. The 
share losses were discussed — in 
total, the community had lost about 
£5.5 million in the share deal and 
angry investors queued up to voice 
their disgust. There followed a 
dispute about what was said. Some 
felt that Srichand assured them 
that the company was planning to 
buy back their almost worthless 
shares but this was questioned. 


Furthermore, one Mumbai news- 
paper reported him as admitting 
that the shares were sold at "high 


This trouble follows hard on the heels of another 
controversy. Their close relationship with Mandelson led to 
the minister being embarrassed when members of the 
Opposition accused him of compromising his ministerial 
duties by soliciting money from big business. 


unreasonable and unrealistic” pric- 
es. In other words, they were never 
worth the £5.70 at which they had 
been sold. Srichand said he had 
been misled by the "Inaccurate 
advice of his professionals". 
Ashok Hinduja later defended 
his company saying that the remark 
his brother had made at the meet- 
ing about a possible share buyback 
was "personal" and that Srichand 
was not on the board of directors 
of the company. The Hinduja broth- 
ers say that subsequently they 
gave small investors an opportunity 
to sell shares to recover initial 


“investment and make a small 


profit. 

However, this has been of no 
benefit to Ashok Bathija, a big 
investor and he now plans to take 
the matter to court. Another 
investor, Uttam Tulsiani, runs an 
import/export business and tells a 
similar story. He invested £69000 
of his company's money in HFCL. 

| invested with greed for profit 
and suffered in the bargain," admits 
Tulsiani. "As a businessman, | can 
accept that. But their credibility in 
India has been damaged, that's for 
sure." | 

The Hindujas have built а hospi- 
tal in Mumbai and have pledged to 
invest some £3.5 billion in India by 
2005, which might well win back 
the support of some of their fellow 
Sindhis. But, for the moment, feel- 
ings are still running high. 

One Indian businessman, Rahul 
Bajaj, told a newspaper : "To the 
best of my knowledge, they haven't 
hurt anyone. But, if they're not 
members of the club, it's because 
people feel they don't know how all 
of this money was made." 


Courtesy : 

The Express, 
London dated 
January 6th, 7th 
& 8th, 1999. 


MARCH 1999 * 


SINDHI INTERNATIONAL 17 


| 


Hoshizaki-Japan, world leaders in Ice Cubing te 
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chnology, now comes fo India. 


To give you crystal - clear ice cubes - cube after cube after cube... 


Just imagine ! Perfectly formed 
crystal-clear ice cubes... cube after 
cube after cube ! All very nice 'n' 
quick 'n' easy. Just think ! 
-Micro-computer controlled 
ice-making systems now within 
your reach, right here! 


Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cube Machine 
> the Technology leader | 
At the industry's most automated 
production plant in Nagoya, Japan- 
Hoshizaki utilizes the latest, state- 
of-the-art manufacturing 
technology and robotics to build the 
most superior ice-making systems, 
worldwide, from 10 kg to 10 tons 
per 24 hours. Now, you can buy 
. them here! 


Engineered for Superior Performance 
Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cubers are 
designed with fewer moving parts 
and fewer Ice-making cycles than 
any other ice machine. In the long 
run, this means, Laxsons-Hoshizaki 


ice machines produce more tons of 
ice than any other brand. 


Environmentally Responsible 

Being the best is one thing. Being 
environmentally responsible, quite 
another. To set new standards in ice 
making technology, design, 
quality, speed and, above all, 
hygiene for Industries, Flight 
Kitchens, Hotels and Restaurants, 
Laxsons-Hoshizaki uses the-most 
environmentally responsible 
refrigerants possible. The R-22 
refrigerant reduces water 
consumption by upto 30%, all the 
while using nearly 30%-1е55 
refrigerant. 


Customer Satisfaction - Not just a 
promise... A Guarantee! 

You'll never lose your cool when you 
require service from Laxsons. Our 
technically qualified and 
experienced team will ensure that 
you are fully satisfied when you buy 


a Hoshizaki Ice Machine from us. 
Geared to understand your needs - 
we will help you select the right 
model, install and commission it to 
ensure it works and keeps working 
to your complete satisfaction. This 
is not just an idle promise... its our 
guarantee. ^ 


Laxsons-Hoshizaki Ice Cubers 
with state-of the-art 
stainless steel evaporator produce 
crystal clear ice cubes. 


[" mmm mm — LU 


Dealers & Distributors Enquiries Invited 


Hoshizaki Ice Cube Machines 


Technology brought to you by 


LAXSONS (INDIA) LTD. 


*Laxsons House, (I.C.M. Division), Plot Мо.АА2, Walbhat Road, Goregaon (East), Bombay 400 063. 
Tel.: 873 1024/873 0918/873 3977/873 1578 Fax: 91-22-872 6379 Tix.: 01 1-70059 LAX IN 


YES ! I AM LOOKING FOR AN EXTREMELY RELIABLE ; 
MACHINE. PLEASE SEND ME ALL THE COLD , HARD 
FACTS ON LAXSONS-HOSHIZAKI ICE CUBERS | 
CONTACT OR CALL ME RIGHT NOW ! F 


Company Name : 


Address : 


Chill... you've got a Laxsons - Hoshizaki ! 


CALCUTTA * DELHI * MADRAS * HYDERABAD % BANGALORE # 
BARODA NAGPUR VISHAKHAPATNAM 


Branches : 
POONA 


WeblNo с oy аздан Рах: 


“<_< Ша AA n xm me жанны 


Please cut along the dotted line 
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ы y ре ONINIT 1599 : ѕшею - 
peou fer Дәѕләҳој зид иеме ‘ddo “өрде гещепрщ бп/лем ‘SOL | 
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"XX. 


CONSTRUCTIONS 


102/103, Persipolis, Plot No.74, > SANTACRUZ OFFICE : 
Sector 17, Vashi, New Mumbai-400 705 A/1 Raj Pipla, Opp. ANZ Grindlays Bank, 
Phones: 767 0232,767 1568 763 0371 


Linking Road, Mumbai- 400 054. 
763 0372, 763 3556 Phones: 604 9637, 604 9713, 6049720 
Telex: 011-76742 MEWA-IN 


Fax: 91-22-604 5618 A 
Fax 91-22-767 1426 ы Жл ai eue ven a RII om NEE NS ^ 
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| The smartest woman in India 
saves a friends life. 


-— 


Ада < T (АА, 
Her best friend, Sushma, almost madea .. SS food cooked in them. Sushma 
" gasped. Then she showed Sushma 
buy a cheap unknown brand of “1 her Marlex pressure cooker. She explained 
pressure cooker. She stopped x how Marlex uses superior quality 
Sushma just in time. She told her how cheap EN 

unknown brand pressure cookers were badly 


tragic mistake. She was about to 


parts for maximum safety. 
And yes, the price is somewhat 
made, with inferior quality parts. They higher, but then aren't safety 
could easily explode while in use. and health worth much more? That's 


; ; SS : . . 
They could even poison the 5“ why she’s the smartest woman in India. 
( 5 


17-18, Navketan Industrial Estate, 
Mahakali Caves Road, Andheri (East) 
Bombay 400 093 

Phone: 8384344 


ART-5792 


Cover Story 


Kabir Mulchandani, the "Akai Man" 


You almost expect someone to 
shout "cut". Kabir Mulchandani, 
managing director, Baron internati- 
onal (Bl), has that effect. Young 
and handsome, he dons an Armani, 
a Bulgari round his wrist and a 
cockiness normally associated with 
the glamour world. But there are no 
lights, no camera. Yet you feel he 
is acting a part. Surely this could- 
n't be the "Akai man". 

Then as if on cue, Kabir speaks 
and thé figures roll. Sales up from 
Rs. 12.93 crore in 1993-94 to Rs. 
885.63 crore in 1997-98, net profit 
up from Rs.0.16 crore to Rs.48.15 
crore, return on net worth from 2.6 
per cent to 65.5 per cent, net worth 
from Rs.6 crore to Rs.97.50 crore 
and a market share in colour 
television sets from 1 per cent in 
1994-95 to 17 percent in 1997-98. 
All this from a college dropout, a 
boy who returned home because 
his family was in trouble, who 
candidly admits his CV "would fit 
on a palm", who will be just 26 next 
month. 

"Do what you feel is best," was 
the only advice that senior Mulch- 
andani gave him when he took 
charge of BI in 1993. Five years 
down the line, Kabir has done 
more. He has altered the way cons- 
umer durables are sold in the 
country and probably surprised 
even himself. "When | tied up with 
Akai, they wanted me to sell 3 lakh 
sets by the year 2001," Kabir reca- 
lls, adding with a measure of pride, 
"| sold 4.3 lakh last year and 
intend to take it up to 6 lakh this 
year." 

How did he do it ? When Kabir 
entered the business, black and 
white TV sets were outselling colour 
sets three to one. At the heart of 
this imbalance was the price. An 
average 21 inch colour set in 1993 
cost nearly Rs.20,000 roughly four 
times the national per capita 
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consumption expenditure. So, Kabir 
"incentivised" the shift to colour. 
Through gifts, financing schemes 
and exchange offers. He broke 
down the price barrier and brought 
colour television into lower middle 
class homes. Іп this he was helped 
by the cable revolution which bloo- 
med in 1992-93. Kabir realised the 
potential of luring consumers if he 
could make it affordable. And he 
did just that. 

Armed with a sizeable adverti- 
sing budget — it crossed Rs.120 
crore last year — Kabir used the 
media cost effectively to spread 
this message of affordability. His 
choice of the medium, mainly news- 
papers and large hoardings, was in 
itself unconventional. When Mumb- 
ai's hoardings went empty, Kabir 
offered to take them at less than 
25 per cent of the rentals, gaining 
exposure at a fourth of the price. 
Similarly, his ads in papers are 
normally on week-ends. Rationale : 
bigtag shopping takes place with 
family in attendance on holidays. "I 
sell around 2500 sets on Saturdays 
and Sundays as compared to 1200 
on weekdays," he explains. 

In four years, BI has launched 
13 different schemes to potential 
Akai TV buyers; the offers included 
free two-in-ones, gold coins, pag- 
ers, 14-inch sets, washing machi- 
nes, mobile phones, refrigerators, 
even club memberships. The most 
effective was the exchange sche- 
me that Kabir pioneered. Well 
aware of the national tradition of 
not discarding anything. Kabir deci- 
ded to play on it. For as little as 
Rs. 9999, he goaded owners of old 
TV sets to trade them for brand 
new ones. Other manufacturers 
soon followed suit. 

Even the competition acknow- 
ledges that Kabir has made a diffe- 
rence. "The consumer electronics 
market has periodically seen new 


- By V. Shankar Aiyar 


marketing innovations," says BPL 
Director Rajeev Chandrashekar. 
"Bl's exchange offers have certai- 
nly brought a new element into con- 
sumer durables marketing." Indeed, 
the exchange fever has gripped vir- 
tually every segment of the consu- 
mer market, éven cars. 

It wasn't just shrewd marketing 
on Kabir's part. The young entrep- 
reneur's economic rationale deman- 
ded that the volumes be kept large. 
Huge investments in R & D and 
branding would have to be made. 
But Kabir knew the limitations. "We 
don't have the economies of a glo- 
bal scale," he argues. "Sony makes 
12 million sets, the Chinese 5 
million." He then opted for trade. 
The logic was simple : get techno- 
logy at prices that are affordable 
and trade at low margins in order 
to gain on volumes. 

"| didn't go for a dozen models. 
Just three and now four," Kabeer 
reveals. Bl imports the printed cir- 
cuit boards and cracks deals on 
picture tubes pricing given the vol- 
umes. It has also been able to get 
cheap suppliers' credit while the 
shells and assembly are done loca- 
lly. Consequently, Bl's overheads 
are low. There is only a 11 day 
inventory, his debtors pay within 27 
days and BI's cost per employee as 
percentage of revenue is 0.67 per 
cent. 

"| am constantly counting doll- 
ars and cents," says the industrial 
engineering dropout from stanford 
University. The fallout is a massive 
crash in colour TV prices. A 21 inch 
set that was being sold five years 
ago for Rs.20,000 now goes for 
around Rs.12,000, while the prices 
of 29 inch sets have fallen from 
about Rs.45,000 to Rs.25,000. 

Dealers acknowledge it. "He has 
changed the course of the trade," 
says one Mumbai-based dealer. 
"Percentagewise, in terms of the 


market share, the others may have 
lost out, but their volumes would 
certainly not have grown without 
him." A vice-president at a multina- 
tional points out that Kabir has 
"been able to define the agenda in 
the television market. Very often 
the company which leads the age- 
nda from the consumer's perspe- 
ctive is the one that benefits." 
Some manufacturers are not 
convinced though. They sneer that 
he is a trader and not a manufact- 
urer. Some allude to quality, while 
others speak of fudging. Kabir is 
unfazed. "Okay, if that is the case 
how is that every other TV maker 
is now offering lower prices 2" 
Kabir believes that it takes more 
than pricing to win. That one must 
be on one's toes to maintain an 
edge. Once he was on the phone, 
berating a Varanasi-based dealer 
who had sold just one set that day. 
"| delegate, but | also need to know 
why that guy sold just one set." 


Girdhari T. Jaisinghani was born to 

Mr. & Mrs. Thakurdas Khiaram 
Jaisinghani, on 02/02/1946 in the city 
of Sukkur, Sind Pakistan. After the 
early years of struggle and hard work 
brought about by the normal hardships 
of a middle Class family, he finished in 
School with flying colours. During 
College, he opted for a career in 
engineering and was in his first year 
when he had to leave college due to 
sudden death of his father. 

Girdhari ventured into business and 
slowly made a name in Lohar Chawl, 
Trading in Electrical Wires and other 
similar items. In 1971, he set up a 
factory manufacturing Wires and 
Cables and gave the brand name 
"Polycab". Soon enough, within a span 
of a few years, "Polycab" became a 


His staff take the cue. Often, long 
after working hours, his senior offi- 
cers are personlly chasing payme- 
nts in city suburbs, checking with 
dealers about sales figures."My 
guys are motivated," says Kabir. 
"We have created an aura, we feel 
we can take on a Goliath every- 
day." 

For how long ? Mike Khanna, 
chief of Hindustan Thompson 
Associates, believes Kabir has an 
unconventional approach. "The inte- 
resting thing is everybody is talking 
about him though nobody has a 
clue as to how he has done it," he 
Says. "In the short term it has 
worked. What remains to be seen 
is whether it will work in the long 
term." In this business it is not 
enough to get the consumer. There 
has to be quality and service too. 
Can Kabir service the growing volu- 
mes ? Nirvik Singh, MD, Trikaya 
Grey Advertising, has no doubts. 
"He has a 20-20 vision," he says 


Girdhari T. Jaisinghani 
Of "Polycab Wire And Cable Industry" 


household name. 

The factory in Halol, Gujarat, 
became the Centre of the Wire and 
Cable Industry and "Polycab" became 
a major player in the Electrical 
Industry. 

The need for growth and expansion 
resulted in the setting up of an Ultra 
Modern Factory at Daman. This plant 
is equipped with the latest and most 
advanced machinery and testing 
equipments. The Plant manufactures 
L.T. Power & Control Cables, Compe- 
nsating Cables, Instrumentation 
Cables Flexibles & house wires with 
ISI Mark and FIA/TAC approved. 

The present turn over of the 
company is Rs. 130 crores and within 
two or three years, the targeted 
turnover is Rs. 300 crores. 


admiringly. "His dreams are big and 
he already has a plan for the year 
2020." 

In September, Kabir tied up with 
AIWA of Japan and intends to 
make it "a Rs. 1000 crore brand. | 
am obsessed with technological 
obsolescene. There is great poten- 
tial in it." And it won't be just audio 
and video. "Just think of an excha- 
nge scheme for mobile phones, 
computers ..." he tempts you, "and 
consumer finance on the counter." 
The endgame: to be the largest 
marketing network, "better than 
Walmart". 

As of now, he can't remember 
the last time he had a holiday. "I 
only take a break when the others 
are not working," he quips. Then 
again as if on cue, he says : "I 
like to feel good about what | am 
doing." Camera or no camera, 
Kabir clearly has a.script and is 
acting on it. 


жжж 


Girdharibhai, Now 52, is one of the 
Directors in the Polycab Group of 
industries and has placed a Dynamic 
Role in its success story. A very 
simple, and kind hearted person, he 
has remained very Humble and 
Modest. 

He has been actively involved in 
many Social Activities. He has been 
closely associated with the Electrical 
Merchants Association and was its 
Honourary Secretary in 1996-97 & 97- 
98. He has contributed greatly to the 
well being of fellow members. From the 
humble beginning as a trader in Lohar 
Chawl, the road to becoming a top 
Industrial has been tough and hard. But 
Girdharibhai has fully deserved the 
SUCCESS. 
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Alwayo «де; 


> KAMANI BRAND 
Pure Coconut Oil 


> JAWAN BRAND 
Refined Groundnut Oil 


> COCOSILVER BRAND 
Refined Coconut Oil 


> KOMAL BRAND 
Refined Sunflower seed Oil 


> SUNCO BRAND 
Refined Sunflower Oil SE 


Manufacturers: 
KAMANI OIL INDUSTRIES 
PROP. CHAWLA BROS. LTD. 


Mfrs. & Exporters of: | 
All Type of Edible Oils & Deoiled Cakes 


| OFFICE: 
POORAN ASHA BUILDING,  . 
317, Narsi Natha Street, Mumbai-400 009. 
Ph: 3420241-42-43, 3435967» Fax: 22-91-3435964 
Gram: "COCOPURE" в Telex: 011-73030 KMNI 


E-Mail: KamaniQbom2 .vsnl.net.in 


PLANT: | 
Chandivali Estate, Saki Vihar Road, 
^. Sakinaka, Bombay-400 072. 
Phone: 5782715-16 


Manufacturers of :- 
SPECIALISED RUBBER PRODUCTS 
High Pressure Seals, 
Diaphragms, Bellows, Rollers, 
Оа YV RNG Cups, 
Packings, Gaskets, Rubber to 
Metal Bonded Items, Sponge 
and Solid extruded profiles, 
Silicone steeves, Special Rollers 
for Electronic Typewriters / Dot 
Printers etc. as per customer's 
specifications. 


OU Ек ыы ыы! For Further Details Contact : 


10,000 items being regularly SUJAN INDUSTRIES, 


used by Industries like Defence, 
Railways, Steel, Cement, Heavy 77, Mistry Ind. Complex, 
Engineering, Electrical, Electronic, M.I.D.C. Cross Road А, 
Mining, Material- Handling, Andheri (E, BOMBAY 400 093. 
Agriculture, Textile, Automobile phones - . 


& Chemical Plants. | 
We supply items from natural LaCt. 832 1769 | 830 03601 . 
rubber and synthetic rubbers 830 0861 / 836 6494 | 836 6441 
like Viton, Silicone, Hypalon, FAX: (22) 836 7339. UU 
E.P.D.M. Polyurethane, Neoprene; GRAMS : SUJAN BROS. 


Nile, etc. ~ BOMBAY - 400 093. 


Reckon 
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Even Sindhis of Khar ex Bandra come to us 


T HARU 
Pure Ghee Sweets (Khar) 


Specialists For: 
Pure Ghee Sweets, Pista Barfi, Badam Halwa, 
Pista Halwa, Sev Barfi, Kaju Kaiser Barfi, Gulab Jamun, 
Coconut Walnut Barfi and Mango Barfi 


Added Attraction: 


Pakwan Dal, Malpura, Seera, Jilebi, Curry and Rice 
ON SUNDAY MORNING ONLY. : 


Pattice with Chana and Samosa and Green Chatni, 
Pani-Puri, Dahiwada, Kulfi Faluda 
EVERY EVENING 


BIRTHDAY & WEDDING CAKES ALSO AVAILABLE 


6-Shiv Shopping Centre, Opp. Pratap Society, 
4 Bungalows, J.P. Road, Versova, 
Andheri (VW). 


Phone: 634 0278 e 634 3721 


With Best Compliments From: 


е HOLARAM BHAGWANDAS 
| PURE GHEE SWEETS & SNACKS 


3/B, Himgiri Bldg., S.S.S. Nagar, Apna Ghar, 
Lokhandwala Complex, Andheri (W), Bombay-400 053. 


* EAT-N-ENJOY OUR SPECIALITIES * 


Bangalore Mawa Tosha e Gulab Pak 


Pista Badam, Kaju Halwas & e Spl. Pista Badam, Kaju & Dry Fruit, 
Barfies Katries, (without Mawa) | 


Tongue Ticking Sev Ват, Kesari Illachi, · ә Ice Cream, Chocolate 8 Mango Barfies. 
Dry Fruit, Milk & Buga (Mathura) Peda Spl. Gulab Jamun & Dil Bahar 


Malai Barfi (Khor), Malai Ladoo, Kesar ^  Motichoor, Boondi, Bessan 8 Churi 
Malai Ladoo l.adoo. 


Malai Tofha-Never Ever Tasted Etc. Etc. & Etc. 


AH! The Pani Puri, Bhel Puri, Sev Puri, Dahi-Batata Puri, Dahi Wada, 
Dahi Pakodi, Dahi Kachori & What Not? 


WOH! Tawa Hot Especial Pattice, Samosa, Bhatata Wada & 
Chole Puri. | 


YEH! Sindhi Bee-Ji-Tikki, Paneer, Mirchi, Masala (Sana) Bhatata, Bread, 
Pakoda, Pakwan Dal (Every day Morning). 


All types of Namkeen in Exclusive Varieties 
Respect Your Watering Mouth And Pay Homage To 
Our Tasteful Dishes-Be Not The Last One to Attend 


“HURRY” 
We Accept Orders For: Marriages Parties Functions. Malai Tofha & 
Mawa Barfi Cakes on Birthdays Engagements & New Years 


For Best & Prompt Service Please Ring 
Shop: 626 5713 (Thursday Closed) Resi: 626 4700 


Prop.: HARICHAND B. DHINGREJA 


Customers Satisfaction Is Our Paramount Motto 


With Best Complimen ts 


From 


HARESH L. HASSIJA 


xk 


HARESH & CO 
FINANCE BROKERS 


304, Murlidhar Chambers, Nr. Thakurdwar P.O., 
352, Jagannath Shankersheth Road, Bombay-400 002. 


Phone: Off: 208 6789, 208 8409 e Resi.: 362 2505 


Yahin Hai Right areer Baby, | 


We offer Courses designed individually to suit present day situation backed by experience of over 43 years. Hence 
over the years we have added a number of new courses. Each based on the current job market. Today we run more than 40 
job oriented courses. Each with the specialised care and attention built around the trust placed in us by lakhs of students. 


Commercial Courses : Computer Courses : 
Q Personal Secretary Diplomas In : 
Q Office Assistant © Computer Science for Post Graduates 


Q English Speaking 


© Computer Fundamentals 
© Public Speaking 


© Computer Operation for Data Entry Operators 


© Typing Sp ecial © Computer Operations for Assistants/Secretaries 

© Shorthand 4 © Computer Application for Executives | 

© Electronic Typing Va Ca tion ` © DataBase Management 

© Telephone Operating | 

© Telex Operating Courses Q Basic © Cobol 

© Accountancy © DOS © Lotus 1-2-3 

© Store Keeping © dBase Il! Plus © dBase IV 

© Draughtsmanship © Fox Base © Fox Pro 

© Machine Drawing / Tracer © WordStar © Word Perfect 

© Turner / Fitter / Welder © D.T.P. © AutoCAD 

© Tailoring © Data Entry ӨТ. Y. Syll. 
Contact : 


Bandra Institute 


Орр. Rly. Stn, Near Sahakar Bazar, Bandra (W), Mumbai 400 050. Tel.: 642 3832, 642 5386 


Ellora Institute 
Opp. Rly. Stn., Near ave Rest., Santacruz (E), Mumbai 400 055. Tel.: 611 2132, 614 6267 
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sindhis - Yesterday, Today And Tomorrow 


(With Special Emphasis On The Gulf) 


The Sind is steeped in ancient 
history. Our soil is sacred and we 
gladly die for its sanctity. 

But the teachings today are roo- 
ted in error. The text-books taught 
in our schools err when they teach 
that the history of Sind begins with 
the Arab invasion of the eighth 
century. The history of Sind begins 
with the story of the Mohen-jo-dero 
civilization, — one of the oldest 
civilizations in the East. 

The history of Sindh is, | sub- 
mit, a part of the history of India : 
the "partition" is a "political" blun- 
der and will, | trust, give way to 
the supreme fact of Unity. If not in 
our lifetime, in the future soon 
enough. 

Not all history is recorded; a 
great deal of it is just recalled chro- 
nicles of migratory, mobile people 
which lend colour to the tapestry of 
human civilization. A story about 
the generic origin of Sindhwarkis, a 
term used for Sindhis who live ab- 
road is one such recollection. It 
seems that 150 years ago when 
the British occupied Sindh, it beca- 
me fashionable for Englishwomen 
to shop in towns and villages for 
pieces of unique Sindhi handicrafts 
which were greatly admired for their 
delicate embroidery. Sind was a 
textile producer even thousands of 
years ago. 

"Is this Sind work?" That label 
made the item stand alone. It was, 
and hearing it often enough the sel- 
lers who were invariably Hindu 
Sindhi merchants, began to identify 
themselves with the term. The title 
Sindhwarkis came to be adopted, 
and it went wherever Sind work 


Mr. Ram Buxani a long time 
resident of Dubai is the 
Founder Chairman of Over- 
seas Indians Economic Forum 
— UAE, a prime Overseas 
Indians. Organization. He is 
also a prominent Business- 
man, Educationist, Advisor to 
Govt. of India on suggestion 
of Free Port. He has acted in 
many Sindhi Plays and is the 
soul behind organizing Cheti 
Chand functions at Dubai. 


was exported. 

The Sindhwarki has not been 
just a pathfinder, blazing new trails 
for traders and merchants. He has 
been a benefactor and philanthro- 
pist in equal measure. The commu- 
nity has not kept its prosperity to 
itself. It has shared its fortunes 
with others. Across India lies a 
network of charitable institutions 
and welfare bodies that is the 
product of Sindhwarki philanthropy, 
and commitment to the larger 
motherland. 

Unwritten history of Sindhis in 


- By : Ram Buxani 


Persian Gulf indicates that they 
have been living for over 100 
years. With no electricity, no dec- 
ent roads, no water supply, no 
comforts of modern living, it must 
have been simply the desire to 
make decent living which must 
have attracted Sindhis to the 
adventurous life of Middle East. 
Original migrants from Sindhi 
Community were Bhatias from 
Thatta. They used to do Pearl 
business in Dubai and Bahrain by 
hiring the divers. This business, 
however received a severe set 
back with the introduction of 
cultured Pearls. 

Thatta is located on a seashore 
and as mentioned by Mr. Maghan- 
mal Jethanand, one of the senior 
Bhatia Sindhis living in Dubai, it 
was the instinct for the sea which 
made Bhatias to move from Thatta 
to the destinations in Persian Gulf 
to make living during the time of 
united India and later for rehabili- 
tation after the partition. It can 
truly be said that Sindhis realised, 
you cannot find new lands unless 
you lose sight of the shore. 

During the first half of the 20th 
century, male members of Sindhi 
Bhatia community preferred to go 
to the Persian Gulf in search of 
business instead of bigger towns in 
Sindh itself. There was a myth 
among Bhatias that even while 
singing lullaby for a son, his 
mother will wish him to go to 
Dubai to make more money. The 
Lord was kind... he listened to a lot 
of mothers. 

The existence of also non- 
Bhatia Sindhis in Persian Gulf is 


"Is this Sind work?" That label made the item stand alone. It was, and hearing it often 
enough the sellers who were invariably Hindu Sindhi merchants, began to identify 
themselves with the term. The title Sindhwarkis came to be adopted, and it went 


wherever Sind work was exported. 
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Unwritten history of Sindhis in Persian Gulf indicates that they have been living for 
over 100 years. With no electricity, no decent roads, no water supply, no comforts of 
modern living, it must have been simply the desire to make decent living which must 
have attracted Sindhis to the adventurous life of Middle East. 

During the first half of the 20th century, male members of Sindhi Bhatia community 
preferred to go to the Persian Gulf in search of business instead of bigger towns in 
-Sindh itself. There was a myth among Bhatias that even while singing lullaby for a son, 
his mother will wish him to go to Dubai to make more money. The Lord was kind... he 


listened to a lot of mothers. 


age old. Long before the partition 
of India many of Sindhis lived in 
Gwadar, Pasni, Las Bela — all 
located on sea-shore in the Persian 
Gulf. The Sindhi migrants who 
settled there came from Lakha, 
Manjhand and San. 

After Gwadar and Pasni were 
taken over by Pakistan, Sindhi 
businessmen living there moved to 
Bahrain and Dubai and were identi- 
fied as Gwadaris. 40 years ago 
when | reached shores of Dubai 
even | was called a Gwadari by 
Bhatias although | had not seen 
Gwadar even on the map. 

After partition, as many as 1.2 
million Sindhis migrated to different 
cities, divested of their original 
splendour as Zamindars of spraw- 
ling acres of lands, prosperous 
Diwans or even cotton-mill owners. 
Their lives were marked with more 
despair than hope and their comp- 
ensation paltry. However, they took 
along with them their spirit, an 
indomitable one, bordering on tena- 
city and the instinct to survive. 

For a while, however, in the 
quest for economic survival and 
national success, and perhaps due 
to their ability to adapt, their cult- 
ural heritage remained submerged, 
or rather merged with a whole 
spectrum of new customs. The 
Sindhis would rise and do the 
bhangra or the garba quite well if 
the situation called for. 

It is a different thing by a virtue 
of geographical situation of Sind, 
the people living in that part of the 
world had to offer better sacrifice 
for the independence of the country 
in comparison with brethren living 
elsewhere. 
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Perhaps, the most apt comment 
on the contribution of Sindhis to 
India was made by the late Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi who said at 
the inauguration of 'Vishwa Sindhi 
Sammelan' in October, 1983 : 
"Sindh begat Hind. If we say Hind 
is Sindh we cannot be wrong." 

The partition of India, made 
Sindhis refugees in true sense. It 
was a painful time. Some of them 
came to Persian Gulf which of late 
is being identified as Arabian Gulf. 
They came in search of their live- 
lihood. Many 
came only with 
hope and a bun- 
dle of clothes. 
There was no 
aspiration of any 
sort at that 
moment. Soon 
they carved a 
niche for them- 
selves because 
of their in-born 
talent to exist in 
competitive 
environment and 
established 
themselves as a 
true business 
community. Their 
ability to absorb 
the local culture 
and atmosphere 
soon found them- 
selves as an 
acceptable 
addition to the 
local society. 
They blended. 

Some of the 
important mem- 
bers of Bhatia 


X: XX ot X X x 


business community who have 
been in this area for last over fifty 
years include Dhamanmal Issardas, 
Jethanand Lalchand, Bhojraj 
Chabaldas, Narsinghdas Naraindas, 
Uttrabha, Tulsidas Lalchand and 
others although few of them have 
already become the casualty of the 
changed situation. Among non- 
Bhatia Sindhi businessmen, earlier 
names include Gagandas Bhawan- 
das, Shewakram Pitumal, Intra 
Group (ITL-Cosmos), Regal Traders, 
Dubai Trading Co., Naraindas Lila- 
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Perhaps; the most apt comment on the contribution of Sindhis to India was made 
by the late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi who said at the inauguration of 'Vishwa Sindhi 
Sammelan' in October, 1983 : "Sindh begat Hind. If we say Hind is Sindh we cannot 


be wrong." 


Some of the important members of Bhatia business community who have been in 
this area for last over fifty years include Dhamanmal Issardas, Jethanand Lalchand, 
Bhojraj Chabaldas, Narsinghdas Naraindas, Uttrabha, Tulsidas Lalchand and others 
although few of them have already become the casualty of the changed situation. 
Among non-Bhatia Sindhi businessmen, earlier names include Gagandas Bhawan- 
das, Shewakram Pitumal, Intra Group (ITL-Cosmos), Regal Traders, Dubai Trading Co., 
Naraindas Lilaram (Modern Trading Corporation), Jashanmal & Sons, D.L. Tanumal 


(Glorex) to name a few. 


ram (Modern Trading Corporation), 
Jashanmal & Sons, D.L. Tanumal 
(Glorex) to name a few. 

Traditionally Sindhis were known 
as traders mostly limited to texti- 
les. But the iast twentyfive years 
have seen them diversifying into 
manufacturing, hoteliering and 
banking. Even in trading they diver- 
sified to various fields including 
Consume Electronics, Building 
Materials, Chemical, Food stuff 
etc. Many of them have even 
excelled in professional fields like 
Architecture and Structural 
Engineering. 

ITL was the first-ever werldwide 
Sindhi organization which set its 
feet in Dubai and was also the 
first-ever Company which was 
accorded a Decree by the late 
Ruler of Dubai with his own 
signature. 

Jashnmal & Sons started by 
Raibahadur Jashanmal more than 
100 years ago in Basra is a name 
to reckon with even today. They 
have operations throughout the Gulf 
and are pioneers in the true spirit 
of the word. 

Few of the leading Sindhi organi- 
zations dealing in Food Stuff own 
over 50 large Supermarkets and 
General Stores. One of them has 
put up huge Shopping Malls at 
several locations in the region 
under the name of 'Lamcy Plaza’. 

Several leading Sindhi groups 
are involved in manufacturing of 
Garments in a big way for export 
to America and Europe. A Sindhi 


group has opened an Exchange 
Company which is managed by 
India's leading, Canara Bank. 

The. success stories abound of 
people who went about their tasks 
with a frontiersman spirit and won. 

Two Sindhis, Lakho Lulla and 
Jetha Whabi put up Dubai's first 
decent Hotel, Airlines, which played 
its leading role for several years 
before giving 
place to another 
Star Hotel, Amb- 
assador which 


Dubai Indians a Cremation ground 
and a Gurudwara which operate 
uninterrupted since last forty years. 
Both these places have filled an 
important void in the society. 
Achieving economic success 
has never made Sindhis forget that 
their gains are due to proper envi- 
ronment accorded to them by the 
Rulers of the region. If, India acce- 


they put jointly 
with ITL and 
followed it with 
Astoria Hotel. A 
group of three 
Sindhi entre- 
preneurs own an 
Ice Cream manu- 
facturing plant in 
association with 
India's leading 
maker "Kwality". 

Rough esti- 
mates indicate 
that Sindhi com- 
panies in the 
Gulf are instru- 
mental in employ- 
ing atleast forty 
thousand people 
most of them 
being Sindhis. 

It was credit- 
ed to Mr. Vikyo- 
mal Shroff who 
was instrumental 
in providing to 
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ITL was the first-ever worldwide Sindhi organization which set its feet in Dubai and 
was also the first-ever company which was accorded a Decree by the late Ruler of 
Dubai with his own signature. 

Other communities look at us and comment on the affluence we tend to display. If 
anything, we are occasionally accused of ostentation. This confuses us because we 
feel misunderstood. People who make such comments fail to appreciate what went into 
that success story. We came to various parts of the world with nothing. We adapted 
to the local conditions. We created a work ethos. We built bridges with the people. We 
contributed to the commonwealth. We took risks, we took chances, we put what we 
had on the line. And if, again and again, whether in the East or the West, in remote 
island archipelagos or the bustling confines of Hong Kong, here in the desert miracles 
or in the wilds of Africa, we came out on top we sometimes express our gratitude in 
tangible terms. This is where the world thinks we are showing off. What we are doing 


is sharing our bounty, underscoring our thankfulness to the Lord for his graciousness. 
For there are few communities as dedicated, as religious or as given to quiet charity 


than the Sindhis. 


pted countries of the Arabian Gulf 
as their role model, our Motherland 
would become the richest nation in 
the world. 

Culturally, Gulf Sindhis could do 
more but in our little way we have 
managed to create a certain ambi- 
ence. Every year thousands of 
Sindhis gather to celebrate Cheti 
Chand with artists specially flown 
from India. The credit for having 
sown the seed should actually go 
to Sakhi Sammelen, a Sindhi Lad- 
ies organization which held several 
community functions in late 70's 
and early 80's. The credit of organi- 
zing first full length Sindhi play ‘Dis 
Paise Ja Hang іп Dubai also goes 
to them. 

Before Sakhi Sammelen came 
into picture, well-known Sindhis like 
Mr. Murij Manghnani, Mr. Gordhan 
Adnani, Mr. Lakho Lulla and Mr. 
Ramchand Sawlani brought in 
Sindhi artists like Satram Rohera, 
Late Bhagwanti Navani, Vishni 
Navani, Kamla Keswani and late 
Dada Ram Punjwani to give awar- 
eness of Sindhi culture. Subseque- 
ntly, cultural activities have beco- 
me a regular feature and by now 
about 15 Sindhi plays under the 
leadership of Mr. S.P. Menghani 
and Mr. Ramesh Janjani have been 
performed. 

Dubai is perhaps one of the 


very few places where Sindhi 
Dinner Theatre was organized giving 
it due dignity and the community 
responded overwhelmingly to the 
event with housefull sign put days 
before the actual event. Dr. Moti 
Prakash, a dramatist himself, has 
contributed substantially to make 
this happen. 

Anila Sunder is another Sindhi 
artist who excelled in her perform- 
ance in Dubai with various shows. 
Her last one 'Sindh Muhinji Amma' 
organized under the banner of 
Consulate General of India as a 
part of Golden Jubilee Celebrations 
was a great gesture to the comm- 
unity. At this function, not only 
Sindhis but a sizeable number of 
other communities were also 
present. 

In the process of such an 
active cultural activity, Dubai has 
been able to give to outside world 
artists like Ishwar Advani and 
Koshi Lalwani, who both have trave- 
lled extensively and presented Sin- 
dhi culture. But Dubai is also full 
of other talented artists like Varsha 
Khatwani, Varsha Pagarani, Vishnu 
Gur, Ramesh Bhatia and Nari Saw- 
lani who all contributed very acti- 
vely on the stage. One cannot 
miss Mr. Mohan Gehani who has 
contributed extensively for the pro- 
motion of culture on administration 


side. 

Sindhis have not lagged behind 
in philanthropic activities also. 
Education which is one of the most 
profitable business in the Gulf is 
being imparted by the Indian High 
School, a non-profit sharing Institu- 
tion run by a group of Trustees, 
mostly Sindhis, where over 8000 
students without discrimination of 
caste and creed are taught. This 
school have had the privilege to 
have Mr. Maghanmal Pancholia as 
the Honorary Founder Chairman 
followed by Mr. Murij Manghnani, 
Mr. Khimchand N. Khiara, Mr. 
Bhagwan Jethwani, Mr. Vasu Shroff 
and Mr. Naval Ved. 

This prestigious institution is 
headed by Dr. Moti Prakash who 
has been with the school for over 
two decades. 

Although Sindhis are generally 
not sports minded, they have 
provided a wonderful venue for 
Sports activities for their brethren 
without any discrimination by esta- 
blishing Indian Sports Club, run by 
a Board of Trustees who not only 
funded the institution but continue 
to give time and energy to super- 
vise the functioning. The Indian 
Sports Club was called a Five Star 
Luxury by one of the local publica- 
tion of prominence ‘What's Оп. 

Visits of Revered Dada J.P. 
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Vaswani and Ma Hari Devi Vaswani 
have cleared the myth among the 
people that Sindhis are only money 
making lot. Thousands of people of 
all communities assemble to listen 
to these Messengers to avail of the 
spiritual nectar they pour, proving 
one more area where Sindhis can 
contribute. 

Neil Armstrong may have left an 
indelible footprint on the moon but 
the Sindhis have made much more 
of a mark here on earth. The Sin- 
dhi diaspora is probably unrivalled 
in the world and wherever this 
community has established its 
roots it has made its presence felt. 

lf Mr. Armstrong were to fly to 
the moon again he'd probably dis- 
cover a flourishing Sindhi Business 
House in the Sea of Tranquillity. 
Master Chander had predicted this 
long back. | can say this with 
pride. There has to be some hist- 
oric and genetic basis for the com- 
munity to have done so pioneerin- 
gly well in so dramatically different 
parts of the world. Whether in 
Africa or the Gulf, the Far East or 
the Caribbean, the Sindhi entrepren- 
eurship has won the day. 

A friend of mine, a non Sindhi, 
turned to me some time ago and 


said, "You know why you all make 
So much money, it is because you 
have magnetic personalities." He 
was half joking but there was a 
truth in the jest. We are dedicated. 
We do have certain ability to make 
the right decisions at the right 
time, to recognise opportunity for 
what it is, to weigh success and 
failure in the same scale and to 
get up and start again when we 
have stumbled. These are character 
traits that make us swell with 
gentle pride and satisfaction... that, 
despide our high success ratio, 
wealth has not bruised our value 
system. Our respect for elders, our 
protection of the greater family, our 
religious beliefs, our conservatism 
have added to the Sindhi strength. 

This has required courage and 
fortitude and much of the credit as 
all the men here will admit, goes to 
the Sindhi women. | do not even 
hesitate for a fraction of a moment 
in saying that it is her wonderful 
and unstinting support that has 
made the community do so well 
around the world. As steady as the 
rock of Gibralter, she has been a 
guide, a mentor, a listening post, an 
advisor, a wife, a mother, a sister 
and a daughter. 
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Before | go into the nitty gritty 
of our community's standing in the 
Middle East | have one more 
comment to make. As a relatively 
senior Sindhi who has seen much 
of the world and its many splend- 
oured things, | want to acknowledge 
the Sindhi children who have largely 
paid off the love and faith we have 
invested in them. Our children have 
taken the good out of the technical 
revolution, are not behind anyone 
else in that category, but still 
retain their cultural heritage. For 
this, we in the older generation, are 
truly grateful. As we will hand over 
the torch to a new generation we 
will be comforted by the fact that 
have learned their lessons well and 
will take the community fortunes 
even further. 

Other communities look at us 
and comment on the affluence we 
tend to display. If anything, we are 
occasionally accused of ostenta- 
tion. This confuses us because we 
feel misunderstood. People who 
make such comments fail to appre- 
ciate what went into that success 
story. We came to various parts of 
the world with nothing. We adapted 
to the local conditions. We created 
a work ethos. We built bridges with 


Sub :- Sindhi Version of the Constitution of India. 


Sindhi International had published in its January 1999 issue a letter sent by Mohan 
Keswani regarding the above. We have now founded it is untrue after receiving a clarifi- 


cation from Sindhology. 


In Fact, Dr. Satish Rohra has never claimed the translation of the above into Sindhi 
was entrusted to Sindhology either in his speech in Parliament House during the inaugu- 
ration or in the press-release of Sindhology. 

We very much regret for the error and unnecessary misunderstanding for publish- 
ing the letter of Mohan Keswani. | 
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Sindhi traditional dresses have hardly gone through any refurbishment in last 50 
years. If we see a dress worn in Gujarati Garba it has gone through a tremendous 
transformation in last several decades and it is made quite an acceptable attire even 
in non-Gujarati events. So are Punjabi dresses. Unfortunately, the traditional Sindhi 
dress has totally been ignored by the country's leading Fashion Designers many of 
whom are Sindhis. If Sindhi attire had gone through a proper face-lift in last half a 
century, our Kurto and Suthan should have found entry into wardrobe of the elite of 
the country by now. We sometimes do enjoy seeing Sindhi Dresses on the stage but 
can hardly gather courage to wear publicly, in marriages and cultural functions. Ask 
yourselves : why? 

Today, Sindhi community is passing through an awkward phase. We are опе. And 
we are not. There are several groups in the Sindhi community. They are all Sindhis. 
Still each group is in search of Sindhyat. Sindhi is searching a Sindhi. All the 
members of a Sindhi family are living in Sindhi environment but Sindhyat is missing. 
Sindhyat is part of our life but we are looking for it outside our life. Who is a Sindhi? 
Whom to call a Sindhi ? That is the question which is likely to be asked again and 
again. It will become louder with the passage of time. We need to address that problem 
and do it on priority. That is the future of Sindhi community. We need to be really 


worried about it. 


the people. We contributed to the 
commonwealth. We took risks, we 
took chances, we put what we had 
on the line. And if, again and 
again, whether in the East or the 
West, in remote island archipelagos 
or the bustling confines of Hong 
Kong, here in the desert miracles 
or in the wilds of Africa, we came 
out on top we sometimes express 
our gratitude in tangible terms. This 
is where the world thinks we are 
showing off. What we are doing is 
sharing our bounty, underscoring 
our thankfulness to the Lord for his 
graciousness. For there are few 
communities as dedicated, as reli- 
gious or as given to quiet charity 
than the Sindhis. 

Here in the Gulf, the Sindhi 
community is exceptionally well 
off. Does this excite a little envy? 
| am sure it does. It is only natural. 
Yet; not just the wheels of 
commerce but also those of 
society and its high profile events 
аге lubricated by Sindhi 
involvement and we do this with 
grace and dignity. 

We live well and there is no 
reason why we should not. Our 
hospitality is legendary and almost 
integrated to our religion. A guest 


is an honoured visitor and treated 
as such. | 

Today, Sindhis possess some 
of the finest and decorated houses 
in the Gulf. Sindhi weddings are an 
event on the calendar. 

One other rather unfortunate 
comment made about us in that we 
are very canny when it comes to 
business. Obviously, this criticism 
arises from our success graph. 
Why should we be otherwise. We 
have a highly developed commer- 
cial antenna and there seems no 
reason why we shouid ever apolo- 
gise for it. Yes, we are smart in our 
dealings, why should we be other- 
wise. That is our strength and we 
must always honour it. 

It is no doubt that future of 
Sindhi community will remain bright 
and confident. We are a relatively 
benign people. We loathe contro- 
versy, we like to stay away from 
politics except for my friend Ram 
Jethmalani, and we have very little 
tendency to interfere in the local 
administration. We aim towards an 
economic prosperity and we put in 
more than we take out. 

As | list these happy pages of 
our alien successes and we face 
the turn of the century, what is it 


that concerns me about tomorrow. 
Is it that the diaspora is spreading 
too fast. Are our children splintering 
from the pack by necessity and 
leaving the fold. Will their children 
enjoy the pleasures of the larger 
family, of aunts and uncles and 
grandparents and cousins? As we 
send our boys and girls abroad to 
study and to work will inter- 
marriage soften the Sindhi identity, 
will it be buffeted by new winds, 
that carefully protected insularism 
that we maintained now weakened 
enough to be robbed of that 
specific identity, 

| don't mean to be old fashion- 
ed but if our children and their 
children go away then where is that 
strength when the uniqueness 
goes? It is happening around us 
and there are times | feel we 
cannot be apart. It will impact upon 
us and we have to be ready for it. 

The problem facing us, then, is 
in the maintenance of the Sindhi 
identity. Today when we sit and 
watch cultural programmes on a 
National Day of India, absence of 
any Sindhi item gives us a feeling 
of being outsiders. Why is there no 
Sindhi float or Sindhi song or Sin- 
dhi dance. In our pursuit of econo- 
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The problem facing us, then, is in the maintenance of the Sindhi identity. Today when 
we sit and watch cultural programmes on a National Day of India, absence of any 
Sindhi item gives us a feeling of being outsiders. Why is there no Sindhi float or Sindhi 
song or Sindhi dance. In our pursuit of economic security as a defence against alien 
climes we fell short on the literary and cultural aspects. We have hardly any material 
to help create a presentable and admirable folklore for the appreciation of non-Sindhis. 
We have very few artists who could perform and train young generation in Sindhi Folk 
arts so that history of the community continues. | do not think even a single Sindhi 
film is produced in the last several decades. Our theatre, another avenue to promote 
Sindhi Culture and language is almost in its dying throes. We are generous in charity 


| but we do not patronise the arts as much as we should. 


mic security as a defence against 
alien climes we fell short on the 
literary and cultural aspects. We 
have hardly any material to help 
create a presentable and admirable 
folklore for the appreciation of non- 
Sindhis. We have very few artists 
who could perform and train young 
generation in Sindhi Folk arts so 
that history of the community 
continues. | do not think even a 
single Sindhi film is produced in the 
last several decades. Our theatre, 
another avenue to promote Sindhi 
Culture and language is almost in 
its dying throes. We are generous 
in charity but we do not patronise 
the arts as much as we should. 

What is my prediciton. Sindhis 

shall continue to exist. But should 
they continue to exist relatively 
aimlessly as an entity. Perhaps for 
now Sindhis shall continue to exist 
as Sindhis — without their knowing 
anything of the community, its civil- 
ization and culture. Gradually, that 
image will blur unless we take 
restorative action now. Let us have 
a global University of Sindhi Cul- 
ture, a team of people who come 
together to protect and preserve our 
heritage, a Sindhi College of arts 
and science, Sindhi music, Sindhi 
theatre, with people like yourselves 
as patrons. That is our one 
defence and we must do it. 

We must be vibrant and forward 
thinking in even our sartorial elega- 
nce. We have to widen our horiz- 
ons so that we are insular yet univ- 
ersal, not ducking the world we live 
in. Let me give a light example. 


Sindhi traditional dresses have 
hardly gone through any refurbish- 
ment in last 50 years. If we see a 
dress worn in Gujarati Garba it has 
gone through a tremendous trans- 
formation in last several decades 
and it is made quite an acceptable 
attire even in non-Gujarati events. 
So are Punjabi dresses. Unfortu- 
nately, the traditional Sindhi dress 
has totally been ignored by the 
country's leading Fashion Designers 
many of whom are Sindhis. If 
Sindhi attire had gone through a 
proper face-lift in last half a cen- 
tury, our Kurto and Suthan should 
have found entry into wardrobe of 
the elite of the country by now. We 
sometimes do enjoy seeing Sindhi 
Dresses on the stage but can 
hardly gather courage to wear 
publicly, in marriages and cultural 
functions. Ask yourselves : why? 

| also fear a lessening can 
occur in our religious commitment. 
Between multichannel TV and the 
Internet, time for the Lord gets 
slightly reduced. | did say at the 
beginning that our children have 
maintained tradition but again, what 
about the next generation? Is the 
lure of the rat race, the grab and 
go fast track existence endangering 
that great Sindhi faith. How many 
Mums and Dads have the time to 
talk to their kids about religious 
conduct. 

Are we there for them? How 
many teenagers sit with us during 
our discourses or prayer meets, 
restlessly wanting to leave because 
some serial is starting or the 


friends are calling. 

Our uniting deity 'Jhulelal' has to 
be introduced to the young genera- 
tion constantly. Late Dada Ram 
Panjwani worked hard to bring in 
awareness about Jhulelal. We have 
to continue it. Perhaps someone 
dressed in Jhulelal attire moving 
around the crowd with sweets and 
gifts like Santa Claus will be a 
good idea in that direction. 

Today, Sindhi community is 
passing through an awkward phase. 
We are one. And we are not. There 
are several groups in the Sindhi 
community. They are all Sindhis. 
Still each group is in search of 
Sindhyat. Sindhi is searching a 
Sindhi. All the members of a Sindhi 
family are living in Sindhi environ- 
ment but Sindhyat is missing. 
Sindhyat is part of our life but we 
are looking for it outside our life. 
Who is a Sindhi? Whom to call a 
Sindhi ? That is the question which 
is likely to be asked again and 
again. It will become louder with 
the passage of time. We need to 
address that problem and do it on 
priority. That is the future of Sindhi 
community. We need to be really 
worried about it. Unless it is taken 
seriously, shall we be able to find 
people to attend a Seminar like this 
after ten years? Let us answer this 
question in all honestly. 

We have to ask ourselves 
these questions and do some 
honest soul searching. Today. 
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ARTIFACTS 
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Bharat Industries Corporation 


Janmabhoomi Chambers, | 
Opp. Red Gate (Indira Docks), 
31, Walchand Hirachand Marg, 

Bombay-400 001. 


Tel.: 261 4905, 261 0074, 261 1678 
Fax: (91-22) 2612107 


YOU CAN STAY ІМ MAHABALESHWAR YOU CAN SWIM AT GREAT SPLASH 


Sprawled across 26 acres, 1300 ft above sea level But GOLDEN SWAN COUNTRY CLUS we 
and surrounded by the scenic Yeoor Hills, Thane, have an ultra-modern, one of a kind wave pool and 
GOLDEN SWAN COUNTRY CLUB gives water side with a specially created artificial beach, 
you the altitude, greenery and perfect hill station another pool exclusively for the ladies and yet another 
ambience, just 45 minutes drive from Suburban one for the kiddies. 

Bombay. 


YOU CAN GOLF AT WILLINGDON GYM ` 


But golfing at the GOLDEN SWAN 
COUNTRY CLUB'S mini-golf course, 1300 ft 
above sea level is another experience altogether. 


f 
YOU CAN BOAT AT THE YACHT YOU CAN GO RIDING AT THE TURF 
CLUB CLUB | 


But at Пе GOLDEN SWAN COUNTRY But at the GOLDEN SWAN COUNTRY 
CLUB, you'll have live ducks and swans for CLUB. we even have a horse riding school and 


company. expert trainers to teach you the basics. 
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КТІ AUTOMOTIVE ENTERPRISES 


(A Unit of M/s Shakti Textile Engineers Pvt. Ltd ) 


SHOWROOM & SERVICE CENTRE 
NEW LINK ROAD, MALAD (W), BOMBAY - 400 064. 


PHONE: 8755510/11/12/13 e FAX: 8743367 
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suits 5.2000 onwards Shits Rs.150 Trousers Rs.295 T-Shirts Rs.150 Jeans Rs.375 
Waist coat extra. onwards - onwards onwards - onwards 


Clearly the thinking man's choice. 


@ Registered Trademark of Cambridge Clothiers. 


COLABA : 3rd Floor, (Lift Available), Kartar Bhavan, Above Central Bank, Colaba Causeway, Tel. 2841410. 284 0250 LINKING ROAD : A. N. House, Opp. Bandra Talkies, Off Lin 
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502 931. BHIVANDI: Mahavir Traders, Near Payal Talkies, Dhamankar Naka.Tel. : 40883. 
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Special Sindhi Salted Dishes For Breakfast 


1) LOLI (KOKI) 

Indigrients required :- 
One Cup Wheat Flour 
Black Pepper Powder 
Ghee 
| Milk 
Salt To Taste 
Method :- Take one cup of Wheat 
Flour and Salt (as per taste) 
alongwith pinch of black pepper. 
Add ghee and milk and kneel it 
into hard atta. 

Make your roti's and bake оп tawa 
on slow flame with little oil till light 
brown, on hot tawa. 

Eat with Hot Tea or Milk. 


2) ONION LOLI (KOKI) 
Indigrients Required :- 
One Cup Wheat Flour 
Anar Dhanna (Grinder) 


Salt 

Red Chilli Powder 
Ghee or Oil 
Jeera 


2 Green Chillies 

Coriander Leaves 

One Onion 

Method :- Cut the onion into very 
small pieces and mix the same 
with one cup of wheat flour. Add 
one tea spoon of anar dhanna, salt 
(as per taste), minutely cut green 
chillies, little red chilli power, two 
table spoons of ghee or oil, little 
jeera, minutely cut coriander 
leaves, kneel this mixture till the 
ghee is completely mixed with the 
atta and then kneel. the atta into 
hard doug with the help of little 
water, _ 

Make little thick roti's and bake on 
tawa on slow flame with little oil till 
light brown, on hot tawa. Eat with 
curd, papad, pickle or chutney. 


| 3) DODDHO 
Indigrients required :- 
1/4 kg Flour Of Jowar 
One Onion 

2 Green Chillies 


ИДИ 
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Anar Dhanna 

Salt 

Ghee or Oil 

Jeera 

Coriander Leaves 

Method :- Cut the onion into very 
small pieces and mix the same 
with flour of jowar. Add one tea 
spoon of anar dhanna powder, salt 
(as per taste), minutely cut green 
chillies, two table spoons of ghee 
or oil, little jeera, minutely cut 
coriander leaves, kneel this mixture 
till the ghee is completely mixed 
with the atta and then kneel the 
atta into hard doug with the help of 
little water. 

Make little thick Roti's and bake on 
Tawa on slow flame with little oil 
will light brown, on hot tawa. 

Eat with Curd and Papad. 


4) STUFFED CHAPPATI OF DAL 
Indigrients required :- | 
1/4 kg Mung Dal (white) 

1/2 kg Wheat Flour 

Haldi Powder 

Red Chilli Powder 

2 Green Chillies 

Coriander Leaves 

Jeera 

Method :- Soak the Mung dal for 
one hour in water and then boil with 
little salt as per taste and a pinch 
of haldi (dal should be cooked like 
rice). 

Kneel the flour into atta with little 
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salt and water. Mix little red chilli 
powder, minutely cut green chilli 
and coriander leaves and little jeera 
with boiled dal and keep it 
separately. 

Make thick small chappaties and 
stuff the same with the dal. Seal 
the chappati again and roll it into 
the normal chappati. Bake this 
chappati on tawa on slow flame 
and with little oil till it turns light 
brown. Eat with curd, Jam or any 
vegetable. 


5) METHI KI CHAPPATI 
Indigrients required:- 

Green Methi Leaves 

1/4 kg Wheat Flour 

Red Chilli Powder 

2 Green Chillies 

Coriander Leaves 

Jeera 

Ghee 

Salt to taste 

Method :- Cut. the methi leaves 
into small pieces mix the same 
with the wheat flour alongwith little 
red chilli powder, minutely cut 
green chilli and coriander leaves, 
little jeera, salt to taste, one tea 
spoon oil or ghee. Make atta with 
water. 

Make roti's and bake on tawa with 
little oil till light brown, on hot tawa. 
eat with curd and papad. 


6) DAL PAKWAN 
Indigrients required :- 
1/4 kg Channa Dal 
1/4 kg Maida 

Salt 

Jeera 

Oil 

Tammarid soaked 
tammarid paste 

Red Chilli 

2 Green Chilli 
Corianders Leaves 
Haldi 

Hing 

Ambchoor Powder 
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Method :- Wash and soak the 
channa dal for one to two hours. 
Boil the channa dal with salt and 
little haldi, minutely cut green 
chillies. After the dal boils mash 
the same with a beater. Dress the 
dal with little ambchoor powder, 
minutely cut coriander leaves, dry 
coriander powder. Take a spoon of 
oil, heat it and put little jeera 
followed by hing and little red chilli 
ready to eat. 

Take maida, put 2 spoons oil, salt, 
little jeera, pinch of cooking soda 
and kneel this with help of water. 
Make maida chappaties and make 
small lines on the same with the 
help of a knife. Deep fry the same 
on low flame till it becomes light 
brown. The crispy pakwans are 
ready. 

Eat pakwan with dal alongwith 
chutney of tamarid paste. 


7) BREAD ROLLERS 

Indigrients required :- 

1/4 kg Boiled Potatoes 

One Tomato Minutely Cut 

2 Green Chillies 

Coriander Leaves 

Jeera 

Salt 

Red Chillies 

Bread Slices 

Oil 

Method :- Peel off the skin of the 
boiled potatoes, mash them and 
add salt as per taste, little jeera, 
minutely cut green chillies and 
coriander leaves, onion and tomato 
and little red chilli mix the same. 
Take a bowl of water add little salt 
to make the water salty. Soak the 
bread in this water for a few 
seconds and remove the bread 
from the water and keep the same 
on the palm of the hand and press 
the slice with second hand to 
remove the water, please make 
sure that the bread doesnot tear. 
Take one spoon of the potato 
mixture, place the same on the 
center of the soaked slice and join 
all the corners of the slice and 
make rollers of the same. Heat oil 
in a frying pan and fry these rollers 
till they turn light brown. The rollers 
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are ready to eat with tomato sauce 
and chutney. 


8) SIYYAL ROTIES 

Indigrients required :- 

6-7 Left Over Chappaties 

3 Onions (Minutely Cut) 

Garlic (Minutely Cut) 

4-5 Tomatoes (Minutely Cut) 
Green Chillies (Minutely Cut) 

Red Chillies 

Salt 

Jeera 

Oil or Ghee 

Coriander Leaves (Minutely Cut) 
Haldi | 

Method :- Tear the chappaties into 
small pieces and keep aside. Heat 
little oil and add little jeera and 
heat till it becomes light brown, 
add the onion and garlic and mix 
the same till they become light 
brown, add the tomatoes, salt, 
green chillies, red chilli powder, 
little haldi. Mix the same very 
softly and heat on slow flame till 
the tomatoes are cooked 
completely. 

Add the chappati pieces and keep 
it on slow flame for 4-5 minutes. 
Dress it with green coriander leaves 
and eat. 


9) CHEESE DELIGHT 

Indigrients required :- 

Gratted Cheese - 100 grams 
Gratted Onion - One Big Onion 
Gratted Tomatto - One Big Tomatto 
2 Green Chillies Minutely Cut 
Salt | 

Black Pepper Powder 

Coriander Leaves Minutely Cut 
Green Chutney - One Spoon 
Bread 

Ghee or Oil 

Simla Mirchi (Capsicum) Minutely 
Cut 

Bund Gobi (Cabbage) Minutely Cut 
Chakla | 

Method :- Take the gratted onion 
and remove all the water, mix the 
gratted cheese апа tomatto 
alongwith salt as per taste and 
black pepper, green chillies, 1 
spoon green chutney, coriander 
leaves, mix it - the stuffing is 
ready. Take two slices of bread, 


spread the above mixture оп one 
slice and cover it with the other 
slice like a sandwich, heat the 
tawa, spread little oil on the tawa 
and keep the sandwich on the hot 
tawa. Press it with chakla so that 
it gets sealed on all the four 
corners by the pressure of the 
chakla. Slow the flame of the tawa 
and let the bread turn light brown 
on one side, remove the chakla 
after one minute and turn the 
sandwich so that the other side 
also turns light brown, spread a 
little oil on all the corners of the 
slice so that it becomes crispy. Cut 
the slice into four triangles anc 
dress them with little Simla Mirch 
and Bund Gobi. 


10) POTATO TOAST 

Indigrients required :- 

Four Boiled Potatoes 

Minutely Cut Onion - One 
Minutely Cut Tomatto - One 

2 Green Chillies Minutely Cut 
Salt 

Coriander Leaves Minutely Cut 
Bread 

Ghee or Oil 

Chakla 

Method :- Peel off the skin of the 
boiled potatoes, mash it and add 
onion and tomato alongwith salt as 
per taste, green chillies, coriande 
leaves, mix it-the stuffing is ready 
Take two slices of bread, spread 
the above mixture on one slice anq 
cover it with the other slice like а 
sandwich, heat the tawa, spread 
little cooking oil on the chakla and 
keep the sandwich on the hot tawa 
Place the chakla on the sandwic 
so that it gets sealed on all the 
four corners by the pressure of the 
chakla. Slow the flame of the tawe 
and let the bread turn light brow 
on the side, remove the chakla 
after one minute and turn the 
sandwich so that the other side 
also turns light brown, spread & 
little ой on all the corners of the 
slice so that it becomes crispy. the 
potato toast is ready to eat. 
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DO YOU KEEP TRACK OF HAPPENINGS 
IN THE TWIN CITY OF NEW BOMBAY 


MAKE UP FOR LOST TIMES 


READ THE TWIN CITY TIMES 


New Bombay's premier and most widely circulated registered weekly. | 


TCT reaches Mankhurd, Vashi, Turbhe, Аігой, Koparkhaime, Nerul, CBD, 
|! Belapur, New Panvel, Panvel, Kalamboli, Огап, Така, Rasayani, Patalganga 
| and other places. 


—COLO RAPE | 
Шы INDUSTRIES PVT LTD.. 
MANUFACTURERS OF: 
INDUSTRIAL OXYGEN AND 

NITROGEN 


Registered Office: Plot 105/15, CIDCO Service Industrial Area, Sector 23, 
Turbhe, New Bombay-400705. 
Tel: 7683364, 7686391 
Factory Address: 
Plot No. A12, MIDC, Patalganga, Raigad District. 
Phone No 02146-753. 


GENUINE 


GENERAL MOTOR MART 


AUTOMOBILE SPECIALIST INOPEL, VW 
TOYOTO, FIAT & HONDA-DATSUN PARTS 


13, Nagindas Mansion, Girgaum Road, Mumbai - 400 004. 
Tel. : 382 6910, 382 5478 • Fax: 382 4218 


PLANNING A HOLIDAY IN BOMBAY ? 
OR | 
A BUSINESS TRIP ? 


STAY ECONOMICAL 


Available on daily basis, Rs. 995/- daily, 1 B.H.K. Flat (605), 
fully furnished with A.C., Cable T.V., Frig, Music System, 
Carpet, Equiped kitchen including gas. 


Fully facing Powai Lake, Main Road touch, 5 k.m. from Airport, 
Near Hiranandani, Between LI.T. and L & T, Parking available. 


Contact Manek : 565 1828, 564 5195 Fax No. : 564 9890 
Attn. Sarvodaya Centre 
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L. K. Advani spends Sindhi 
evening in Maurya 
- By Manisha Sobhrajani 
New Delhi : It was nostalgia 
night for home minister L. K. 
Advani. A quiet evening in The 
Pavilion at the Maurya, surrounded 
by select friends from the Sindhi 
community, and revelling in delight- 
ful and mouth-watering Sindhi 
cuisine. The Maurya launched a 
special Sindhi food festival, which 
India's first Sindhi home minister 
inaugurated. 
"We Sindhis serve papad even 


| with water, unlike the Rajasthani 


cuisine, where serving papad 
means the end of the meal," Mr. 
Advani said, breaking a papad with 
expert ease. The Sindhi Khadho 
food festival at Maurya Sheraton 
was a quiet change from the 
turbulence of political life for the 
Advanis. Mrs. Kamla Advani, 
daughter Pratibha and son Jayant 
mixed with a small gathering, 
sharing memories of a distant past 
and traditions of an ancient 
community. 


“We Sindhis serve papad 
even with water, unlike the 
Rajasthani cuisine, where 
serving papad means the end 
of the meal," Mr. Advani said, 
breaking a papad with expert 
ease. 


A conducted tour of the food 
pavilion was revealing : Sai bhaji, 


Photey mein gosht, Loli, Bhugal 


gosht, and much more 
As the meal began, one of the 
guests toasted (with orange juice) 
Mr. Advani's well-being, a gesture 
he gladly welcomed. Talking about 
Indian food; the home minister 
said, "Anywhere that you go in 
India, food is not based on 
geography, but on castes." 


Sindhi News 


Asked about the favourite dish that she cooks for her 
husband, Mrs. Advani, speaking in chaste Sindhi, said, "He 
IS never fussy about food. Whatever you give him, he eats it. 
Irrespective of whether the food tastes good or not, he never 
says anything. Even if | don't give him any food, he still 
doesn't crib. But he has a liking for sweets." 


Asked what his favourite dish 
was, the answer was obvious : 
"Like any Sindhi, kadhi-chaawal." 

Sitting beside his wife, he 
insisted on sharing with her 
everything that was served on his 
plate. There was only one minor 
problem. "We have just come from 
a iftaar party hosted by the 
President. It is impossible to eat 
so much," Mr. Advani said, a little 
shyly. 

Going through a travelogue 
about sindh, he commented : "The 
river Sindhu touches present day 
India only in a 
Ladakh, and 
every year there 
is an expedition 
to that particular 


point." 
FUNDI WAKO 
through the 


pages, he saw a 
picture of some 
of his colleagues. 
"See, see, all of 
us are here, 
Georg es 
Farooque..." he 
showed his wife. 

Asked about 
the favourite dish 
that she cooks 
for her husband, 
Mrs. Advani, 
speaking in 
chaste Sindhi, 
said, "He is 
never fussy 
about food. 
Whatever you 
give him, he 
eats it. Irrespec- 


Tel. 


tive of whether the food tastes 
good or not, he never says any- 
thing. Even if | don't give him any 
food, he still doesn't crib. But he 
has a liking for sweets." 

A photographer wanted to take 
a picture of Mr. Advani eating, and 
requested him to put some more 
food. The home minister declined. 
"If the plate looks full, it would give 
an impression that | did not like the 
food. So let it be the way it is. 
People would think | ate a lot," he 
said with a growing smile. 

He had to be persuaded by his 


Get Rid Of Cockroaches 
The Herbal Way 


No smell * No necessity to shift 
furniture * No need to leave the 
house also and * Non Toxic 


For Further Details Contact 
Alka Luthria * Lalita Lutharia 


Pest-O-Rid 


9, Ganga Jamuna Milan, 3rd Road, 
Khar (W), Mumbai - 400 052. 


: 649 7075, 600 1074 
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ASEAWAYS 


MARITIME AND TRANSPORT AGENCIES (P.) LTD 


де? Sm 


(ASSOCIATES: SEAWAYS SHIPPING AGENCIES) 


SEAROCK ENTERPRISES 


EXPERT: SHIPPING - FORWARDING 
CARGO CONSOLIDATION - CONTAINER HANDLING 
AND TRANSPORT SERVICE ORGANISATION 


(TEN YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE) 


* 


Registered Office: 


509, VYAPAR BHAWAN, 
P. D'MELLO ROAD, 
CARNAC BUNDER, 
BOMBAY-400 009. 


Fax: 91-22-373 8702 


Tel.: 375 6115, 375 6116, 375 7183 
Resi: VIRU B. DOOLANI - 445 5166, 444 9573 
Y.R. KAPOOR - 446 1218 
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daughter to let the photographer 
take the picture as he wanted. 
"They want to grab a ‘bite,’ dada, 
not of the food, but of you." said 
Pratibha jokingly. 

As for Lal Krishna Advani, the 
food critic, his comment was 
enough to make the evening 
memorable for chef Madhu "Though 
| ate outside my house, | felt very 
much at home. The food was 
delicious. But how much trouble my 
security personnel might have given 
to the staff here, | cannot say." 


Agenda for meeting held on 24th 
January, 1999 at 11.30 A.M. at 
Radio Club Mumbai. 


- By Sindhi Council of India 


1. Finalising AIMS & OBJECTS 
and considering all the sugge- 
stions received in that respect 
and finalise the Draft Constitu- 
tion of SINDHI COUNCIL OF 
INDIA - Preparing a perspective 
plan for growth of Sindhyat in the 
21st Century. 


2. Finalising the Agenda for the 
Nagpur Meeting of the Sindhi 
Council of India to be held on 
13th & 14th March, 1999. 


3. Discussion on the Educational 
and Vocational Plan and Centres 
for Health Care and Medical 
facilities to be implemented in 
due course. To formulate the 
strategy for setting up a 
department or a cell within 
SINDHI COUNCIL, which can 
help bring into existence the 
respective institutions to achieve 
the said objectives. 


4. Discussion on the "Social 
Alliance Wing" to be implemen- 
ted (such as Matrimonial 
matters and other social prob- 
lems, Employment and place- 
ment opportunities and training 
establishment, commercial op- 
portunities and setting up Cham- 
bers of Commerce to deal with 


Commercial growth aspects. 


9. Discussion on "YOUTH WING" 
and "LADIES WING" of SINDHI 
COUNCIL, promotion of Arts 
crafts cultural aspects and 
setting up Sports and Recrea- 
tional facilities for children, 
Youth and Ladies. 


6. To Discuss the BUDGET and 
FINANCIAL outlay and sources 
to be identified. 


7. To Constitute an Advisory Body 
which would identify the 
development work projects to be 
carried out in the areas where 
poor and economically or 
physically handicapped Sindhi 
Brothers live in sub-normal type 
of existance in the slumlike 
Residential accomodation. 


8. To discuss the Relief Projects 
for destitute or senior citizens 
without adequate family support. 
The rising need for old age/des- 
titute homes. 


9. To discuss Spiritual and 
metaphysical aspects and the 
Role of divinity in providing 
balance to the material exist- 
ance. To preserve the Philoso- 
phical and Religious heritage, to 
build on the said treasure and 
advance the cause of peace and 
prosperity. 


Bandra girl's murder continues to 
fox police 

Mumbai : The police are yet to 
ascertain the motive behind the 
killing of 13-year-old Heena Chot- 
rani in Bandra (west). The ninth 
standard student of Poddar High 
School was strangulated to death 
by unidentified killers in her fourth 
floor flat at Shale Rock Building, 
Somnath Lane, off Hill Road, 
Bandra. 

A senior police officer said the 
department was investigating two 
probable reasons that might have 
led to the murder. "A few months 


ago, Ms Chotrani was eve-teased, 
following which there was an 
altercation between her brother 
Kunal and a few local boys. The 
second possibility was that persons 
known to the victim might have 
tried to exploit the fact that she 
was alone in the flat and killed her 
when they were resisted," a senior 
police officer said. 

Robbery did not appear to be 
the motive since Rs. 10,000/- in 
cash lying in an open cupboard was 
left untouched. 

The body was discovered by 
Kunal, a junior college student, 
when he returned home at 5.15 
p.m. after attending coaching 
classes. Ms. Chotrani's mother 
Nemi was away at a gymnasium 
when the gruesome murder took 
place. According to the police, Ms. 
Chotrani, Kunal and their mother 
had lunch together at noon. At 3 
p.m. the mother and son left their 
flat. Ms. Chotrani was sleeping 
when they left home. 

"There was no injury on the 
body except strangulation marks on 
Ms. Chotrani's neck. Her pet dog, 
Boney, was also killed by the 
assailants. The hind legs of the dog 
were tied together by a nylon rope. 
There was blood oozing out of Ms 
Chotrani's mouth," a police officer 
said. 

The police have found the rope 
used for the murder. Ms Chotrani 
was rushed to Holy Family Hospital, 
located a few metres away from 
her residence, by her neighbours 
but was declared dead on admiss- 
ion, a relative said. 

"The doors of the flat were open 
when Kunal returned home. There 
were also costly electronic gadgets 
and jewellery at home. The killers 
were apparently known to Ms 
Chotrani. Otherwise she would not 
have allowed them to enter the 
house," the officer added. 
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ASIA'S LEADING NRI JEWELLERS 


^« Parnas Jaims Enterprises (тр. 


% DIAMONDS & DIAMOND JEWELLERY SINCE 1965 
ж Importers, Exporters & Wholesale Dealers 


Years Of СА 
Personalise Sere 
| k. 


FOR DIAMONDS IN ALL SHAPES & SIZES 
Diamond Jewellery & Gold Jewellery 


Every Diamond & piece of Diamond Gold jewellery bought from our 
showrooms has always carried a Guarantee Certificate. 


While in Hong Kong visit us at: 


Office Showroom 
10-C Harilela Mansion B115 Holiday Inn 
81 Nathan Road Golden Mile 
TST P.O. Box 97044 1st Basement 
Kowloon, Hong Kong Nathan Road, TST 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 

Tel: 2367 1995 Tel: 2369 9520 

2369 9529 2368 9646 


Fax: 852-2311 1143 Fax: 852-2311 1143 


Article 


Jhulelal, The Sindhi God 


Sindh, an erstwhile province of 
United India and now a state in 
Pakistan, is known as a land of 
Saints and Darveshs, piousmen, both 
Hindus and Muslims, who treaded the 
path of truth and urged upon their 
followers to live in harmony with their 


Ыла. 
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fellowbeings апа to serve God 
through His creation. 

Sindh has given birth to many 
Godmen, who by their practice and 
precept, have spread God's message 
to all human beings, irrespective of 
any distinction of caste, colour and 
creed. From times immemorial 
pecially under the influence of 
Budhism, Sindh has been free from 
aste barriers. 


Not in the distant past, but in the 
second half of the twentieth century, 
a Sindhi charismatic personality, Late 
Padamshri Prof. Ram Panjwani, a 
writer, singer, actor and an orator, all 
rolled into one, recreated a Sindhi 
God - Jhulelal, that too far away from 
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— By Gobind Malhi 


tion, need a guide. Therefore, water 
and hence Water-god, Varun, have 
been significant from the days of 
Mohaan-Jo-Daro, the seat of the first 
ever civilisation, known to the world. 

Though the script of Mohaan-jo- 
Daro civilisation is yet to be deciph- 
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Sindh, in India itself. It has been 
nothing less than a miracle! How did 
that miracle become possible? 

In Hindu philosophy tne concept 
of 'Bhavsagar (the ocean of fear) 
occupies central place in as much 
as all the aspirants of spiritualism 
have to cross it and for this they need 
a guide, a Master. The world has 
been compared to a Bhavsagar and 
as such all people who want salva- 
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ered, most of the scholars, Indian as 
well as foreign, believe that water had 
a special significance. Some opine 
that Mohaan-jo-Daro itself was like 
an island surrounded by a задаг, the 
sea. This view is amply supported by 
the most unusual and modern 
drainage system which existed 
during those times. It is also an 
acknowledged fact that Four Vedas 
which were the world's first and 
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It is also an acknowledged fact that Four Vedas which were the world's first an 
foremost reservoir of knowledge, were uttered in hymns by the Rishis and Munnies o 
the bank of Indus. Hence water was considered as the ‘First Principle of Universe.’ 


foremost reservoir of knowledge, were 
uttered in hymns by the Rishis and 
Munnies on the bank of Indus. Hence 
water was considered as the 'First 
Principle of Universe.' When the 
trimurty' of Hindu Religion was 
envisaged by Indian mythology, with 
Brahmma the creator, Vishnu the 
preserver and Mahesh the destroyer 
and reincarnator, the Water God, 
Varun, was also considered as the 
fourth pillar of the Hindu mythological 
philosophy. 

Even during the days of Sapt- 
Sindhu (land of seven rivers), the 
mainstream 'Sindhu' and its tributa- 
ries were considered the lifegivers 
and hence, not only auspicious, but 
also worth worshipping. 

As there was scarcity of water in 
Arabia, the birth place of Mohamed 
and Islam, water became still more 
significant. It was basically the lure 
of plentiful water in Sindh and India 
beyond, which brought them ultima- 
tely to the shores of this subconti- 
nent. In its wake Islam brought 
monotheism. In fact, it was, in a way, 
revival of faith in Mohaan-jo-Daro 
doctrine that there is only one God. 
The only difference was that while God 
during Mohaan-jo-Daro civilisation 
had Shiva-like form, Islam envisaged 
a formless God. 

In Sindh Mohamed Bin Qasim 
defeated Raja Dahar, the last of Hindu 
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kings, treacherously. Sindh was 
annexed by Khalifa of Al Hilaj to his 
kingdom and was administered by 
his representatives. They spread 
Islam rather with the power of sword 
than the conviction of its' being a 


better belief. 


Later, in the . 


tenth century 
Sindh came 
under the rule of 
Sumras, who 
were converts 
from Hinduism to 
Islam. They were 
neither religious 
bigots nor were 
they fanatics. 
While they made 
Sindh free from 
the foreign rule, 
they were also 
tolerant to all 
other religions. 
There was one 
exception in 
Sumra reign. The 
province of Thatta 
being far away 
from the capital, 
maintained its 
separate identity 
and influence. 
This kingdom 
of Thatta was in 
the second half of 


Prayers of Varun Devta (Water-god) 


in Rig Veda 


Oh father of the Unvierse, Varun Devta! 
You have bestowed on me a beautiful 


body of five elements 


You have given it power to enjoy worldly 


pleasures 


| praise You for this benevolence. 
Oh Charitable Deity, give me that power 
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the 10th century, usurped by on 
Makrabkhan, who was a personificé 
tion of aggrandisement and gre 
ed. He killed the then Shah запада 
Khan and himself became the rule 
of Thatta under the name с 
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of understanding 

That | do not consider this vessel of 
dust only a fountain of joy 

Beautifying body, looking after it all life, 
| should not do that. 


Oh embodiment of bliss, kindle your 
immortal light in my dusty body, | will 
find true path to happiness by that light. 

(Alka, 1970) 
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Article 


The new born infant also hailed his birth with a miracle. He opened his mouth and hi 


parents saw therein Sindhu flowing and also an old man on Pala fish. Pala fish is a ve 
tasty species of fish and its peculiarity is that it swims against the current. Devki went ї 
the bank of Sindhu and performed ‘Jado’, which means praying to Water-god. All Hindu 


celebrated the birth of the child with songs and dances. 


Mirkhshah. 

Mirkhshah was not only a tyrant 
but also a fanatic. He was surroun- 
ded by flattering courtiers, who in 
order to be in his good books and 
also to earn material gains always 
remained in his company. These 
courtiers one day advised Mirkhshah: 
“Spread Islam and you will be granted 
'Janat' after death and you will enjoy 
eternal bliss". 

Mirkhshah was swayed away by 
the promise of blissful life after death. 
Ultimately, under the increasing 
pressure of the Maulvis, oneday, he 
called Panchs-the representatives of 
Hindus, and told them bluntly: "Either 
embrace Islam or be prepared to die," 
For Hindus it was a bolt from the blue. 
Though they were panicky the 
Panchs pleaded for grace time to 
think over the 'Shahi Farman’, the 
majestic order. 

Now, it is well known that when 
all the doors are closed upon man, 
he thinks of God. Something of that 


sort happened in 
this case also. 
The Mukhi (the 
Sarpanch) all of a 
sudden thought of 
the promise of 
Lord Krishna in 
Bhagvad Gita:" 


Whenever the . 


sins increase 
beyond the limit 
and the religion 
seems to be end- 
angered | come in 
the form of an 
Avtar (incarnate) 
and mitigate the 
distress of my 
worshippers." 
Who else could 
the Hindus think 
of at that time but 
their Varun god - 
Water god? 

It is here that 
the doubt arises 


Essential articles emblems in the 


Uderolal Mandir 
1) Verho 


: Ring, which acts like an 
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€ DC/AC INVERTERS & 
UPS SYSTEMS. 
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MFGD. by :- 


during, a marriage or 
festival. It is blessed with 
the boon that irrespec- 
tive of the number of 


Alauddin's lamp; by tou- 
ching it, one gets what 
one wishes. 


people to be fed, it never 
gets empty. 


2) Light : Always lighted earthen 5) Tegh : A sword, Vishnu Devta 
candle which reminds of gave to Bhavani to kill 
the Almighty and His the demons or sinners. It 
mercies. is a symbol of Vishnu. 

3) Khantha : 'Pakhar' a cloth cover 6) Dhokla : Damru, Shiva's symbol. 
which acts like a shield 7) Jhari :А Kalsh, symbol of 
against attacks of Brahama. 
enemy. Thus, Daryahi Panth created by Uderolal 

4) Dega : A huge metalic vessel іп has blessings of the original Trimurti of 


which rice are cooked Gods in Hindu Mythology. 
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Article 


A miracle took place from the very day of the child's birth. The cradle wherein Uderol 
rested, always kept on swinging on its own. It is because of this that Uderolal is al 
called 'Jhulelal' - the swinging child. And the cradle swung to and fro like the waves 
Sindhu! The name 'Jhulelal' was most befitting and has accordingly become mo 
popularly recognised. Jhulan' came to be accepted as the pet name of child. Everyo 


knows that the Pala (fish) too, by its very nature, swings like a cradle. 


about the exact time the Hindus got 
as an extension from Mirkhshah to 
decide between the two alternatives. 
Some authors of religious books put 
it as three days, whereas others say 
eight days. But | am inclined to put 
it as forty days and it is not a figment 
of my imagination. 

Chaliho Saheb is performed every 
year by the worshippers of Jhulelal 
as if they enact the times of tyranny 
and their entreaties for God's help. It 
suggests that for forty long days they 
underwent rituals and vigil on the 
bank of Sindhu. They did not shave, 
nor did they wear new clothes or 
shoes. They did not even use soap 
or oil or any opulent thing. They just 
washed their clothes, dried them and 
wore them again. In the evening, they 
would worship God Varun, sing songs 
in his praise and pray for their solace 
and salvation. 

At the end of the fortieth day, they 
heard a voice from heaven (reveala- 


Maharashtrian Gudi Padva and 


nce): "Don't despair. Have patience. 
| am coming. ! will save you from 
autocrat Mirkhshah. Eight months 
from now | shall take birth at Nasa- 
rpur in the house of Ratanchand 
Lohano from the womb of Maa Devki, 
like the Lord Krishna did." Hindus 
rejoiced and celebrated the occas- 
ion. After forty days of Chaliho, the 
followers of Jhulelal celebrate, even 
till today, the occasion with festivity 
as "Thanks Giving Day." 
Immediately after that Hindus 
went to Mirkhshah and prayed for an 
extension after narrating to the tyrant 
the promise they had received from 
God. The courtiers tried their best to 
dissuade Mirkhshah from falling into, 
what they thought to be a 'trap' of 
Hindus. But curiousity seemed to 
get better hold of the tyrant ruler who 
somehow could not reconcile to the 
idea: God coming down to the earth! 
How would that happen? He preferred 
to wait and watch. After all, lives of 


whenever he liked. So he grante 


the helpless Hindus were at h 
mercy; he could put an end to thei 


them the extension with pseuc 
gracefulness. The Hindus awaite 
the arrival of their saviour with fervo 
and fondness. 

After three months, the secor 
tithi of Asu month, Hindus got tt 
confirmation of the news of tt 
conceivement by Devki. They г 
rejoiced merrily to celebrate tt 
event. Even till today on Asu Char 
Hindus celebrate the day with gaie 
and gay. They organise cultur 
programmes with mirth аг 
merriment. 

Three months later, on the Po 
Chand, Hindus again prayed | 
Daryashah (the Lord of Water: 
reminding Him of His promise, Ar 
lo! Right on the dot on Cheti-Chan 
two tithis from new moon of Chetr 
Devki gave birth to a handsome bor 
boy. As if to proclaim the auspiciot 
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Sindhi Cheti-Chand Similarities 


Maharashtrian New Year starts from 
Parva, 1st Tithi of Chaitra month and 
Sindhi Cheti-Chand comes on the 
second tithi of the same month, one 
day afterwards. Sometime 1st and 2nd 
tithis fall on the same day and the 
beginning of both new years coincide, 
on the same day or one day earlier or 
later. Both new years have twofold 
purpose: on the one hand it is thanks 
giving day to Asht Deva for passing the 
old year, with peace and happiness and 
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day of prayers to make the coming year 
more prosperous and joyful. Both 
communities pray not only for their 
betterment but also of all human 
beings. 

Another similarity is also there. On the 
Maharashtrian new year day, Maharaja 
Saliwahan had defeated a tyrant king. 
On that day starts new year according 
to Shaak Sambat— Era. On Sindhi new 
year day Uderolal was born who 
defeated a fanatic ruler. On Sindhi new 
year day, new year starts according to 
Vikram Sambat — Era. 


(From Gobind Malhi's article in Sindhi Lok Rajya) 
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Article 


Mirkhshah, wavering as usual, was ultimately carried away by the pressurisation « 
the Maulvis and ordered the arrest of Uderolal. As the officials of the court moved towarc 
Udero, water started flowing in the court. All the courtiers including Mirkhshah fou 
themselves inundated in water. 


event, unseasonal clouds collected 
on the sky and brought down 
torrential rains, to welcome the new 
Avtar. The new born infant also hailed 
his birth with a miracle. He opened 
his mouth and his parents saw 
therein Sindhu flowing and also an 
old man on Pala fish. Pala fish is a 
very tasty species of fish and its 
peculiarity is that it swims against 
the current. Devki went to the bank 
of Sindhu and performed ‘Jado’, 
which means praying to Water-god. 
All Hindus celebrated the birth of the 
child with songs and dances. 

An astrologer - an ascetic person, 
who looked into the horoscope of the 
new born child, proclaimed that it was 
not an ordinary child. He predicted 
that the child will be a great warrior 
and his popularity will out live him. 
He named the child as Udaichand; 
Uday in Sanskrit means moon-like 
light; here it means one who brings 
light in darkness. A Punjabi astrolo- 
ger in Nasarpur called the child 
Uderolal; Udero in Sanskrit means 
one who is near water or who has 
sprung from waters. Inhabitants of 
Nasarpur called the new born Amar- 
lal, an immortal child. A miracle took 
place from the very day of the child's 
birth. The cradle wherein Uderolal 
rested, always kept on swinging on 
its own. It is because of this that 


Bahrano — Offering to Jhulelal 


Exquisitely decorated Thal (Tray) in the 
centre of which is placed the idol of the 
Uderolal; a Kunri (an earthen vessel) 
its mouth covered with red cloth, full 
of water; knead flour іп the shape of a 
cone, like Shivalinga, adorned with 
cloves, cardamoms, betelnuts, misri 
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Uderolal is also called 'Jhulelal' - the 
swinging child. And the cradle swung 
to and fro like the waves of Sindhu! 
The name 'Jhulelal' was most befitting 
and has accordingly become most 
popularly recognised. 'Jhulan' came 
to be accepted as 
the pet name of 
child. Everyone 
knows that the 
Pala (fish) too, by 
its very nature, 


swings like a 
cradle. 
Devki, the 


mother of Jhulelal 
did not live for long 
thereafter. After 
her death Ratanc- 
hand remarried. 
Jhulelal sucked 
step mother's 
milk. This can be 
compared with Sri 
Ramchandra's 
sucking from his | 9 
step mother Kaikai 
instead of hisreal | e 
mother Kaushlya. 
In the meant- 
ime Mirkhshah 
also got news of 
birth of the myste- 
rious child. He 
called the Panchs 


Cla 


e Well Decorated Airconditioned Rooms with 
attached bath. Running, Hot & Cold Water. 


Telephone with direct dialling, Channel Music 
and Colour TV in each Room. 


5 Minutes Drive from Airport. 


and asked them how long he wa 
supposed to wait for their reply to 

demand: "Either accept Islam ( 
die." Hindus now being quite convi 
ced and confident of their savio 
having really taken birth, implored, ' 
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(sugar candy) are kept on either side 


of the Modak. The garlands of red 


roses, marigold flowers adorn the 
Bahrano Sahib. Fragrance springs 
from burning scented Dhoop and 
Agarbatties, candle flames, small 
earthen deepaks shine like twinkling 
stars which add beauty to the whole 
thing beyond words. 


4 


А 2. 
ty, 


JA 
ре 


22 MEGHNA, 64 S. V. ROAD, SANTACRUZ (W), 
BOMBAY-400 054. (INDIA) 

Tel.: 6045152, 6491143, 6491826 

Fax: (911) 22-6498201 

Cable: SERVEBETER 


Шин > 


« ши 
за - ща 


ОАТ 
АУЛА) ШЛО, 


Sector 17, Vashi, New Mumbai-400 705 

Phones: 767 0232,767 1568,763 0371 
763 0372, 763 3556 

Telex: 011-76742 MEWA-IN 

Fax: 91-22-767 1426 


SANTACRUZ OFFICE : 


| m. Р 
IK HE 
ІК!!! 
| | \ \ 
| | \ ч | 
| N 


| 

| 
г ` Y 
i 


f 
i 


f^ 
— 


\ 
i led ме 


A/1 Raj Pipla, Opp. ANZ Grindlays Bank, 
Linking Road, Mumbai-400 054. 

Phones: 604 9637, 604 9713, 6049720 
Fax: 91-22-604 5618 | 
e-mail:topaim@bom5.vsnl.net.in 


ENTERDRISES 


Manufacturers of Playing Cards & Quality Offset Printers 


30, A-Z Industrial Estate, G.K. Marg, 
Lower Parel, Bombay-400 013. » Tel.: 492 4999 


With Best Compliments 


Сора лао Ramdas 
— Sai Silk Mills ` 
Godras Impex Pvt. Ltd. 


=» EXPORTERS 
= IMPORTERS 


=» CLOTH MERCHANTS & . 
COMMISSION AGENTS 


203-204, Krishna Market, 65, Vithalwadi, Mumbai-400 002. 
Phone: 206 5655, 206 8049 e Fax: 208 3760 


Article 


арайын! continues to be the unifying force and the centre of all the cultural activitie: 


among Sindhis. Most of the Sindhis today greet and reciprocate each other as "Jhulela 


Bera-eee-Paar." 


few months more our Lord! Saviour 
of Hindus has already taken birth. He 
is the Water god..." 

Mirkhshah scoffed at the very 
idea: A child saving Hindus! He said 
sarcastically, "All right! Neither am I 
dying, nor are you people leaving the 
land: | shall wait. When your saviour 
embraces Islam, | am sure you will 
follow suit." 

The Maulvis pressed upon 
Mirkhshah hard for settling the issue 
without any further delay. But the very 
idea of a child becoming more than 
a match for him could not be digested 
by Mirkhshah. He told the Maulvis, 
"Wait and watch. We shall surely 
win. Why make haste unnecessa- 
rily?" It is said, not without reason, 
that curiousity killed the cat. After 
disposing of Hindus, Mirkhshah 
became very anxious to have a 
firsthand Knowledge about the 
mysterious child. He decided to 
depute one of his ministers, Ahirio 
to Nasarpur to see and gauge things 
for himself. 

Ahirio decided to make use of 
deceit. He took a rose dipped in 
deadly poison and asked Ratanch- 
and to take him to the new born baby. 
Ahirio was astonished at the very first 
glimpse of the child. He had never 
seen such a dazzling and charming 
baby. He hesitated for a while, but 
soon mustering up his courage, he 
extended the flower to the baby's lips. 
Uderolal gave a meaningful smile and 
blew the flower in one breath. The 
flower flew out of Ahirio's hand and 
fell far away on the ground. Then 
Ahirio saw that the child was no more 
in the cradle. Instead, an old man 
with a long white beard was staring 
at him! All of a sudden the old man 
turned into a lad of sixteen years! 
Again the scene changed; he saw 
Uderolal on a horse back with a 
blazing naked sword in his hand and 
there were rows of warriors behind 
him. It was a scene of battle field. A 
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cold shiver passed through the body 
of Ahirio, who bowed his head in 
reverence and entreated, "Have 
mercy Sindhu Lord. | ат convinced, 
Hindus are safe...." 

On his return to Nasarpur Ahirio 
narrated all the miraculous occuran- 
nces to Mirkhshah. Mirkhshah said, 
"It seems you have been under the 
spell of magic. How can a child turn 
into a young boy and an old man and 
then a warrior on the horse back, 
simultaneously? Impossible.... Next 
to Impossible!! 

But in the heart of his heart, 
Mirkhshah was scared. That very 
night in his sleep, he dreamt a 
dreadful scene... А child was sitting 
on his throat; then it changed into 
an old man with a white beard, sailing 
in the sea with a book in his hand. 
Then the scene changed again. He 
was confronted by 
a warrior with a 
drawn sword, on 
the battlefield and 
saw himself losing 
ground...." 

Next morning 
he called for Ahirio 
and asked him to 
think of any 
counter action in 
the matter. Ahirio 
advised him to lie 
low for the time 
being and to wait 
and watch! 

Uderolal as a 
child, performed 
many miracles for 
Ratanchand and 
the inhabitants of 
Nasarpur. They 
were fully convin- 
ced that God Him- 
self had descend- 
ed on the earth to 
fulfil his promise 
made in Bhagvad 
Gita. Nevertheless, 


Ratanchand performed all the routi 
ne ceremonies as a parent. He ha 
the tonsure of the child's head. Th 
ceremony is called "Мипап” Then h 
took the child to a vedic scholar an 
requested him to take the child unde 
his protege. The vedic scholar smile 
meaningfully and started impartin 
knowledge - worldly as well a 
spiritual to the child. When th 
question of giving 'Gur-Mantra' | 
Uderolal came up Ratanchand toc 
the child to Gorakhnath, who sai 
"Yes, for the namesake | shall giv 
him the 'Gur-Mantar', otherwise 
know well, he needs none; on th 
contrary he has to teach us alls 
many things worth learning". Uderol: 
received the 'Gur-Mantar' of 'Alak 
Niranjan' from Gorakhnath. 
Udero's step mother wanted hit 
to earn some money for the famil 
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She gave him a container full of boiled 
beans to sell in the market. Udero 
instead of going to the market, went 
to the bank of Sindhu. Half of the 
contents he distributed free among 
the beggars, poor and the pious ones 
who lived on the river bank. The other 
half, he made an offering of it to 
Sindhu. During the afternoon he 
talked to the children and elderly 
persons about the spiritual wealth on 
the river bank. In the evening the 
same container emerged from the 
waters, and came swimming to him. 
The container was full with fine 
quality of rice. 

When the step mother started 
getting the fine quality of rice every 
day, she got suspicious. One day 
she sent Ratanchand followed Udero. 
Ratanchand followed Udero discree- 
tly all the day and witnessed the 
miracle. He bowed to Udero from a 
distance and accepted him either as 
the God Himself or His messenger. 

On the other hand, Mirkhshah 
was once again being pressurised by 
the Maulvis. They told him not to 
waste any more time and that he 
should either convert Hindus to Islam 
and vouch-safe for his own blissful 
life in 'Janat' or be ready to be 
declared as an associate of 'kaffirs' 
the infidels. 

Since Mirkhshah did not like to 
be branded as an infidel, he had no 
other alternative but to meet Uderolal 
either face to face privately, or on the 
battlefield. He asked Ahirio to arrange 
for a private meeting with Udero. 


Аһігіо, who had іп the meantime, 


become a devotee of Daryashah, 
went to the bank of Indus and prayed 
to Water-god to come to his rescue 
and save him from the onslaught of 
the king and religious fanatics. To 
Ahirio's astonishment, he saw an 
oldman with a white beard in saintly 
clothes, sailing on a Pala (fish), going 
against the tide, north way. Ahirio's 
head bowed in adoration and 
admiration and he understood once 
for all that Uderolal, the Water-god 
was a holy man for Muslims also. He 
proclaimed at the top of his voice that 
Khwaja Khizr and Uderolal are two 
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Article 


Five Original Mandirs 
of Uderolal in Sindh 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(5) 


Nasarpur 

Khudi, Thatta Nagar 
Zindah Pir, Udero Ghat, 
Rohri 

Manoharo Island 
(beyond Karachi) 

Near Jhijhan Village, 
where Uderolal 
disappeared for ever. 


names of the same holy man. 
Khwaja Khizr swam the Sindhu 
against tide and rested on an island 
near Rohri! 

Then, Ahirio saw Udero springing 
from Sindhu on a horse back, with а 
flag in one hand and sword in the 
other, followed by endless troops of 
warriors. Ahirio bowed once again to 
Uderolal and 
pleaded, "This is a 
private meeting, 
why to bring with 
you so many 
warriors?" Uderolal 
made the troops 
vanish into thin air. 

When Uderolal 
came face to face 
with Mirkhshah, he 
said, "Whatever 
you see around 
yourself is the 
creation of one and 
only God, whom 
you call 'Allah' and 
Hindus "shwar'. 
Hindus, Muslims 
and other human 
beings are all His 
creation." 

Maulvis urged 
upon Mirkhshah 
not to listen to 
infidel's talk of 
Udero, but to 
arrest him and to 
put him in jail, till 


he agreed to embrace Islam. The 
thought that all Hindus would subs 
equently follow the suit. They ple; 
ded, "Sir, do not miss the golde 
opportunity. Arrest Udero while he 
alone!" 

Mirkhshah, wavering as изиг 
was ultimately carried away by tk 
pressurisation of the Maulvis an 
ordered the arrest of Uderolal. As th 
officials of the court moved towarc 
Udero, water started flowing in tr 
court. All the courtiers includir 
Mirkhshah found themselves inu 
dated in water. Simultaneously, fi 
also broke out and the Palac 
became a towering inferno. The 
was no way to escape the wrath 
the deity. Udero spoke again: 

"Mirkhshah! Think it over ада 
Your God and mine are not tw 
different ones. Had Almighty 5 
desired He could have ordaine 
Hindus to be born as Muslims. B 
no; God wanted unity in diversity. / 
world is His manifestation." 
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Article 


Jhulelal continues to be the unifying force and the centre of all the cultural activiti 
among Sindhis. Most of the Sindhis today greet and reciprocate each other as "Jhulel 


Bera-eee-Paar." 


few months more our Lord! Saviour 
of Hindus has already taken birth. He 
is the Water god..." 

Mirkhshah scoffed at the very 
idea: A child saving Hindus! He said 
sarcastically, "All right! Neither am | 
dying, nor are you people leaving the 
land: | shall wait. When your saviour 
embraces Islam, | am sure you will 
follow suit." 

The Maulvis pressed upon 
Mirkhshah hard for settling the issue 
without any further delay. But the very 
idea of a child becoming more than 
a match for him could not be digested 
by Mirkhshah. He told the Maulvis, 
"Wait and watch. We shall surely 
win. Why make haste unnecessa- 
rily?" It is said, not without reason, 
that curiousity killed the cat. After 
disposing of Hindus, Mirkhshah 
became very anxious to have a 
firsthand knowledge about the 
mysterious child. He decided to 
depute one of his ministers, Ahirio 
to Nasarpur to see and gauge things 
for himself. 

Ahirio decided to make use of 
deceit. He took a rose dipped in 
deadly poison and asked Ratanch- 
and to take him to the new born baby. 
Ahirio was astonished at the very first 
glimpse of the child. He had never 
seen such a dazzling and charming 
baby. He hesitated for a while, but 
soon mustering up his courage, he 
extended the flower to the baby's lips. 
Uderolal gave a meaningful smile and 
blew the flower in one breath. The 
flower flew out of Ahirio's hand апа 
fell far away on the ground. Then 
Ahirio saw that the child was no more 
in the cradle. Instead, an old man 
with a long white beard was staring 
at him! All of a sudden the old man 
turned into a lad of sixteen years! 
Again the scene changed; he saw 
Uderolal on a horse back with a 
blazing naked sword in his hand and 
there were rows of warriors behind 
him. It was a scene of battle field. А 
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cold shiver passed through the body 
of Ahirio, who bowed his head in 
reverence and entreated, "Have 
mercy Sindhu Lord. | am convinced, 
Hindus are safe...." 

On his return to Nasarpur Ahirio 
narrated all the miraculous occuran- 
nces to Mirkhshah. Mirkhshah said, 
"It seems you have been under the 
spell of magic. How can a child turn 
into a young boy and an old man and 
then a warrior on the horse back, 
simultaneously? Impossible.... Next 
to Impossible!! 

But in the heart of his heart, 
Mirkhshah was scared. That very 
night in his sleep, he dreamt a 
dreadful scene... A child was sitting 
on his throat; then it changed into 
an old man with a white beard, sailing 
in the sea with a book in his hand. 
Then the scene changed again. He 
was confronted by 
a warrior with a 
drawn sword, on 
the battlefield and 
saw himself losing 
ground...." 

Next morning 
he called for Ahirio 
and asked him to 
think of апу 
counter action in 
the matter. Ahirio 
advised him to lie 
low for the time 
being and to wait 
and watch! 

Uderolal as a 
child, performed 
many miracles for 
Ratanchand and 
the inhabitants of 
Nasarpur. They 
were fully convin- 
ced that God Him- 
self had descend- 
ed on the earth to 
fulfil his promise 
made in Bhagvad 
Gita. Nevertheless, 


ВА 


Best 
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Ratanchand performed all the rou 
ne ceremonies as a parent. Heh 
the tonsure of the child's head. T 
ceremony is called ‘Munan’. Then 
took the child to a vedic scholar a 
requested him to take the child und 
his protege. The vedic scholar smil 
meaningfully and started imparti 
knowledge - worldly as well 
spiritual to the child. When t 
question of giving 'Gur-Mantra' 
Uderolal came up Ratanchand to 
the child to Gorakhnath, who sa 
"Yes, for the namesake | shall gi 
him the 'Gur-Mantar', otherwis 
know well, he needs none; оп t 
contrary he has to teach us all 
many things worth learning". Udero 
received the 'Gur-Mantar' of Аа/ 
Niranjan' from Gorakhnath. 
Udero's step mother wanted hi 
to earn some money for the fami 
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She gave him a container full of boiled 
beans to sell in the market. Udero 
instead of going to the market, went 
to the bank of Sindhu. Half of the 
contents he distributed free among 
the beggars, poor and the pious ones 
who lived on the river bank. The other 
half, he made an offering of it to 
Sindhu. During the afternoon he 
talked to the children and elderly 
persons about the spiritual wealth on 
the river bank. In the evening the 
same container emerged from the 
waters, and came swimming to him. 
The container was full with fine 
quality of rice. 

When the step mother started 
getting the fine quality of rice every 
day, she got suspicious. One day 
she sent Ratanchand followed Udero. 
Ratanchand followed Udero discree- 
tly all the day and witnessed the 
miracle. He bowed to Udero from a 
distance and accepted him either as 
the God Himself or His messenger. 

On the other hand, Mirkhshah 
was once again being pressurised by 
the Maulvis. They told him not to 
waste any more time and that he 
should either convert Hindus to Islam 
and vouch-safe for his own blissful 
life in 'Janat' or be ready to be 
declared as an associate of 'kaffirs' 
the infidels. 

Since Mirkhshah did not like to 
be branded as an infidel, he had no 
other alternative but to meet Uderolal 
either face to face privately, or on the 
battlefield. He asked Ahirio to arrange 
for a private meeting with Udero. 


Ahirio, who had in the meantime,. 


become a devotee of Daryashah, 
went to the bank of Indus and prayed 
to Water-god to come to his rescue 
and save him from the onslaught of 
the king and religious fanatics. To 
Ahirio's astonishment, he saw an 
oldman with a white beard in saintly 
clothes, sailing on a Pala (fish), going 
against the tide, north way. Ahirio's 
head bowed in adoration and 
admiration and he understood once 
for all that Uderolal, the Water-god 
was a holy man for Muslims also. He 
proclaimed at the top of his voice that 
Khwaja Khizr and Uderolal are two 
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Article 


Five Original Mandirs 
of Uderolal in Sindh 


(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(5) 


Nasarpur 

Khudi, Thatta Nagar 
Zindah Pir, Udero Ghat, 
Rohri 

Manoharo Island 
(beyond Karachi) 

Near Jhijhan Village, 
where Uderolal 
disappeared for ever. 


names of the same holy man. 
Khwaja Khizr swam the Sindhu 
against tide and rested on an island 
near Rohri! 

Then, Ahirio saw Udero springing 
from Sindhu on a horse back, with a 
flag in one hand and sword in the 
other, followed by endless troops of 
warriors. Ahirio bowed once again to 
Uderolal and 
pleaded, "Thisisa 
private meeting, 
why to bring with 
you so many 
warriors?" Uderolal 
made the troops 
vanish into thin air. 

When Uderolal 
came face to face 
with Mirkhshah, he 
said, "Whatever 
you see around 
yourself is the 
creation of one and 
only God, whom 
you Call 'Allah' and 
Hindus 'Ishwar'. 
Hindus, Muslims 
and other human 
beings are all His 
creation." 

Maulvis urged 
upon Mirkhshah 
not to listen to 
infidel's talk of 
Udero, but to 
arrest him and to 
put him in jail, till 
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Your God and mine are not tv 
different ones. Had Almighty ‹ 
desired He could have ordain 
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no; God wanted unity in diversity. . 
world is His manifestation." 
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Article 
Historical basis of the Legend of the Water - god 


The Hindu legend about River Deity has a historical or semihistorical basis. The Hind 
| River Diety incarnate, Amarlal (Immortal Hero) or Uderolal (the Exalted Hero) was a historica 
personage who was born at Nasarpur in 1097 Sambat, i.e. in the year of 950 or 951 A.D. 
when a petty Chief of Thatta, Mirkhshah by name, was making the life of Hindu subject 
intolerable by forcing them to accept Islam at the point of sword. The oppressed Hindu 
prayed to God Varuna, the god of the river, to come to their help. It is said River Deit 
incarnated himself at Nasarpur, in the house of Ratanchand Lohano and his devoted wif 


Devki. 


Uderolal was a warrior as well as a holy person. His horse and his sword struck terror i 
the hearts of the bigoted ones. He preached the doctrine of religious toleration and lov 
towards all... After finishing his mission, the warrior saint and his horse disappeared in th 


waters of Sindhu. 


Mirkhshah beseeched tearfully, 
"My Lord! | realise the truth now. Save 
me and my courtiers from his 
ravage." 

Immediately the fire was blown 
out on its own and water receded. 

Having been pacified, Uderolal 
pronounced "Fire is the first principle 
of Universe and Water is the first 
principle of life. Worship of God is to 
be done in its blended form of Jyoti 
(light) and Jal (water); and let every 
human being worship the Almighty 
with whatever the name he desires. 
Let there be a bond of brotherhood 
among all Sindhis-Hindus as well as 
Muslims." 

Mirkhshah bowed respectfully and 
agreed to treat Muslims and Hindus 
alike. Thereafter the persecution of 
Hindus was stopped forthwith and 
they were allowed to retain their 
identity. 

Uderolal then told Hindus to go 
home and attend to their routine work. 
Before they dispersed Uderolal told 
them to think of him as an embodi- 
ment of light and water and establish 
a temple to perpetuate the memory 
of the unusual transformation of 
Mirkhshah. "Day and night", he said 
"Light one candle in a temple and 
water should be available for Daat 
(holy sip)." 

Both the elder brothers of Udero- 
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(Prof. Late L.H. Ajwani, History of Sindhi literature 


lal, Somanram and Bhedoram were 
neither impressed by Uderolal's 
victory over Mirkhshah nor were they 
enamoured of his miracles. They 
kept away from him. Uderolal tried 
his best to make them give up their 
worldly materialist ways and to adopt 
spiritual path; but they bluntly and 
impudently refused to be his follow- 
ers. Then, Uderolal turned to his 
cousin Pagad and named him the 
first Thakur- priest of the religious 
sect which believed in Water-god. 
Pagad followed Uderolal wherever he 
went. They visited Rohri by the river 
side and a ‘ghat' was built there, 
which later on came to be known as 
‘Udero Ghat’. It was near Zindah-Pir, 
the palce where Uderolal, as Khwaja 
Khizr swam against the flow of the 
river. While he was with Pagad, 
Uderolal performed many a miracle, 
which convinced Pagad beyond any 
shadow of doubt that Uderolal was 
really the River or Water-God. 

Uderolal accompanied by Pagad 
went to Thatta again. Mirkhshah was 
delighted and elated. He welcomed 
him with awe and adoration. 
Uderolal's temple, by then, had 
become quite famous since both 
Hindus and Muslims prayed there 
regularly and reverently. 

From Thatta, Uderolal and Pagad 
went to Hinglaj, from where Uderolal 


visited Manoharo island, off the short 
of Kalachi (later known as Karachi) 
Lal Sai Mandir' was built at Manohar 
too. Ultimately Uderolal and Рада: 
returned to Nasarpur. 

Uderolal gave seven symboli 
things to Pagad. These seven form 
the essential elements of Daryah 
Sect-believers of Water -god. 

These seven are described an 
explained in a box elsewhere, 

sant Pagad built a temple calle: 
Lal Sai Mandir' at Nasarpur and kep 
the essential symbols given b 
Uderolal there. More and more 
people, Hindus as well as Muslims 
visited the Mandir everyday. 

Uderolal also asked Pagad tha 
after the songs are sung in praise о 
the River-god every evening, Ра/ау 
ceremony must be performed; i 
means holding the lower part of the 
shirt, towel or any other piece of clot 
stretched out to beg from God the 
good and welfare of all; one shouk 
pray for others' wellbeing before on« 
asked anything for oneself. Praye 
songs of Daryahi Sect are known a: 
Panjras' which are supposed to b: 
of five lines. As specimen one suc 
'Panjra' is given below: 

My warrior Sanwal Shah cam 
from North 

All the trees and plants became 

green and grass was green, 
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Combined Prayer to two Lals — Jhulelal and Lal Shahbaz 


(Lal Meri Pat Rakhio Bhala...) 


Oh Lord of Sindh, Jhulelal, and soil of Sehwan. 
Red robed God-intoxicated Qalandar, glory unto you! 
May | always have your benign protection 
Your shrine is always lighted with four lamps; 
and here | come to light a fifth lamp in your honour 
Let your heroic name ring out in Hind and Sindh, 
Let the gong ring loud for your glory. 
Oh Lord, may you prevail every time, everywhere 
In the name of Almighty, | pray to you to help my 


Mother tells son, purchase 

butter and eat 

When butter costs only a paisa 

for a quarter 

Here is a Sanwal Shah, who 

bestows blessings on all. 

As water is quite essential for any 
vegetation and other creatures, all the 
Panjras talk of compassion and 
truthfulness and benignity of Water- 
god who grants reprieve to the sinners 
and assists and obliges one and all. 
With the changing times, Рап)га are 
no more restricted to only five lines; 
today, some are of two lines and 
some even of seven lines. But 'Panj', 
the conception of five, has various 
connotations; the five temptations 
man is subjected to, the tributaries 
of Indus are also five, etc. 

Uderolal taught the Vidhi (ritual 
procedure) or Bahrana Sahib, 
symbolic of Uderolal's worship. How 
a Bahrana is made & performed, has 
also been explained in another box 
elsewhere. 

After giving charge of Mandir 
along with the seven ‘fundamental 
essentials' of Daryahi Panth (Water- 
god's Sect) to Pagad, Uderolal again 
set on a tour of Sindh and far beyond 
it, to propagate his teachings: How 
a prayer to Jal (water) and Jyoti (light) 
can lead his devotees to their worldly 


and spiritual welfare and bring about - 


the ultimate salvation of their souls. 
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Boat cross (river of life) in safety. 


In this regard, Uderolal wanted to 
bind the people of the land, both 
Hindus and Muslims, into a bond of 
unity and spiritual harmony. He 
wanted to impress upon his followers 
the truth that all paths ultimately lead 
to one destination, i.e. oneness of 
the God and oneness of the 
devotees. | 

He expected a concrete contrib- 
ution from Muslims and sought their 
active cooperation in building the 
Mandir and in spreading his 
teachings. By this time Uderolal was 
twelve years old. 

He took Kodan a teenager son of 
the second Thakur after Pagad, 
Getturam and went to Hala, ten miles 
away from Nasarpur. There he saw а 
well nearby a barren land. He asked 
the Muslim old man, who claimed the 
ownership of the well, whether he 
would sell the well and adjoining land. 
Maman, the old man, looked at the 
youngsters and sarcastically said, 
"Show me the money first and then | 
shall reply." 

Uderolal drew two lines on the 
ground and started digging in betw- 
een. To the surprise of the old man, 
gold and jewellery started emerging 
out of the earth. Uderolal told the old 
man, "Take away as much as you 
can but give us the well and the land". 
Maman was overwhelmingly influen- 
ced by the miracle. He reverently 


(K.R. Malka 


bowed to Uderolal and said, "So yq 
are the godly being who has co 
on this earth to teach love ar 
brotherhood. | shall give you not оп 
the well and the land but also be yo 
devotee. But first let me bring n 
wife. Why should she also be n 
benefitted by your presence!" 

Both the old man and his wome 
not only gave the well and land b 
assisted Uderolal in constructing tl 
Mandir known later as 'Uderolatl-j 
Mandir'. Maman couple became i 
first Mujawars- caretakers. Muslim 
continued to be its caretaker 
thereafter. 

This 'Uderolal-jo-Mandir' becam 
the nucleus of pilgrimage for bot 
Hindus and Muslims. When railway 
came to Sindh, there was no suc 
railway station as Uderolal. Peopl 
used to alight at Tando Adam. Bt 
the successive and ceaseless effort 
of the pilgrims and miraculou 
occurances, compelled the Goverr 
ment to build a railway station nee 
the village that had sprung around th 
Mandir. 

Sai Uderolal visited Rohri onc 
again and saw to it that Zindah F 
Dargah was built in honour of Khwa 
Khizr, his namesake godman í 
Muslims. Here too the stress was c 
unity and brotherhood of Hindus ar 
Muslims. 

After returning to Nasarpu 
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— Article 
The Question of Faith 


Is the story of Uderolal based on history? May be or many not be. It is for the historians 
adjudge. For me it is sufficient that faith has counts more than facts. And faith has establishe 
Jhulelal as Asht Dev of Sindhis - Community God of Sindhis. 

Can any one say whether Lord Krishna and Lord Rama were real or the product of history 
No one can prove historically if Ganesh existed as son of Lord Shiva and Mother Parvati. 

For us it suffices that Uderolal is Lord of Water and Light. He inspires us to believe in uni 
and brotherhood of mankind. He raises us above the differences and distinctions of cast 
colour and creed. 

His birthday, Cheti-Chand, second tithi of Chaitra is auspicious for us, for that day n 
only starts our new year but it paves way for the progress of our drama, dance and music 
development of rich cultural heritage. Though Sindh is not on the map of Independent Indi 
Sindh is wherever Sindhis live. Uderolal continues to be a bond of unity between Sindhi 


everywhere. 


Uderolal realised that the purpose for 
which he had come on the earth was 
over. At that time Uderolal was just 
thirteen years old. One day he called 
Pagad to his side and told him to 
carry on with the mission of building 
temples and spreading his message: 
"Your descendants will be known as 
Thakurs, the privileged priests, and 
my followers will be known as 
Shewaks. For every temple, there will 
be a 'Babo' who will conduct the day 
to day prayers and perform religious 
ceremonies regularly." 

Pagad and others were sad to 
know all this since the idea of being 
separated from Uderolal, their leading 
light, was too much to bear; but they 
had no choice except to abide by the 
will of the Master. 

Uderolal selected a place nearby 
a village Jhijhan to give up his earthly 
being. Hindus and Muslims from far 
and near came to witness this 
unusual scene. Mirkhshah's repres- 
entatives were also present there. As 
soon as Uderolal's soul left his body, 


they took over its charge and said, ` 


"Under the instructions of Mirkhshah 
we will build up a 'Turbat' and 'Quba' 
(a tomb) according to the dictates of 
Islam." The Hindus resented this 
stand. They said, "We shall build a 
Samadhi according to the Hindus 
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customs." While the debate was 


going on, heavy rain started pouring ` 


in. There came a voice from heavens: 
"Behold, make my shrine acceptable 
to both, Hindus and Muslims; let its 
one part be like a temple and the other 
like a Dargah (shrine). | belong to all 
of you." 

Thus ends the story of Uderolal, 
based on some historical events, folk 
lore; it is an unusual mixture of facts 
and fiction, one can even call it partly 
mythology too. 

The Daryahi Panth worshipping 
and following of Uderolal predomina- 
ted the way of life in Sindh for more 
than a hundred years. Then came Pir 
Usman Shah Marwandi (Lal Shah 
Baz) who settled at Sehwan. He 
brought with him another philosophy- 
Sufism which was akin to Daryahi 
Panth in as much as it also emphas- 
ised on brotherhood of mankind. It 
different from Daryahi Panth in that 
it believed in a formless God, who 
was omnipresent but seen by none. 
Muslim godmen embraced sufism 
and adopted sufi way of life. Even 
many Hindus became the followers 
of this philosophy. 

The Lals, Jhulelal and Qalandar 
have been quite popular with Hindus 
and Muslims of Sind. There is a song 
in Saraiki dialect, praising jointly both 


(Prof. Late Ram Pamjwan 


the Lals: Lal meri Pat Rakhio Bhala.. 
This song has been sung b 
songstresses like Noor Jehan 
Reshma and Runa Laila. Bhagwant 
Navani made its Sindhi versior 
popular in the nook and corner of India 
and abroad. 

In due course of time in Punjab 
Guru Nank started Sikhism - distinc 
from militant Khalsa Panth. Sufism 
became predominant among Musli- 
ms and Sikhism among Hindus, 
though both the philosophies were 
more or less accepted by Hindus, 
Muslims and Sikhs. Guru Nank in 
Jap Saheb called Water, Water-god, 
Varun, as Pita (father) and earth as 
Mata (Mother). 

Slowly and gradually Shewaks 
and followers of Uderolal were limited 
to illiterates and the economically 
backward class among Sindhi 
Hindus. A saying came in vogue : 
"Followers of Lal (Uderolal) beg anc 
eat." 

Second tithi after every nev 
moon is called 'Chand' when the 
moon is seen in the evening for the 
first time in the sky. It is auspiciou: 
for both the Sikhs, followers of Water 
god Uderolal and Hindus. One thinc 
more is common between 'Prasad' ir 
Sikh temples and 'Sesa' at Amarla 
Mandir: both consist of the boilec 
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Chhej-Dance with Jhulelal's Procession 


Chhej : It literally means Crescendo, Flood or inundation. This dance form is a dance 


Joy. 


This dance form requires great vigour, enthusiasm, abudance and rhythm. It is performe 
with Sobha Yatra (Victory March) of Jhulelal's Bahrana Sahib. It resembles Gujarati Dandi 


Raas. 


A circle is formed by Chhejris (Dancers) with dandis (sticks) in their hands. They dancei 
circle, providing their own taal by clapping sticks to each other's sticks with the rhythm c 
Duhal (Drum) and tune of Shahnai. More than seven dancers are required to create abundance 
Various patterns are formed during the dance. Slowly and gradually, rhythm becomes faste 
and faster and generates more and more ecstacy and joy. 


beans. Sikhs' ‘Prasad’ is mainly 
Kanah Sahib made from suji and 
'Sesa'is mainly Таһігі- sweetened 
rice. 

When India's independence 
brought in its wake the partition of 
the subcontinent on the basis of two- 
nation theory, Sindhi Hindus had to 
abandon their homes and hearts and 
they scattered all over India. Initially, 
they led quite a miserable life in the 
erstwhile military barracks which 
were turned into ‘Refugee Camps’. 
Darkness prevailed in the lives of 
Sindhis. Most of them lived at the 
mercy of Government. 

In those days of despair and 
despondency, Padamshri Late Prof. 
Ram Panjwani had a new idea. As 
Lokmanaya Tilak made Lord Ganesh 
the symbol of awakening and unity 
for Maharashtrians, Prof. Ram Panj- 
wani gave a slogan: "Jeko Chawando 
Jhulelal, Tanhja Thinda Bera Paar" - 
Whosoever utters Jhulelal, will find 
all his desires fulfilled. Thus Jhulelal 
gave hope and aspiration to the 
distressed Sindhi refugees, who 
soon became ‘Pursharthees' from 
‘Sharnathies' with 'Tokal jo Turho' as 
a symbol of faith and confidence for 
Sindhis. 

A God was incarnated with ever 
increasing followers. Ultimately 
Jhulelal became the Community 
Diety of Sindhis, a Community 
Symbol. His birthday, Cheti-Chand 
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Article 


(Sindhyat Ji Jc 


was termed as 'Sindhyat Day' by 
Akhil Bharat Sindhi Boli Ain Sahit 
Sabha in 1959. Social and cultural 
programmes are arranged on that day 
throughout India. It paved the way for 
the cultural renaissance among 
Sindhis. While the readership of 
Sindhi books and 
speaking of Sindhi 
language have 
suffered a mortal 
blow during the 
раз five decades | 
social and cultural 
programmes of 
drama, dance and 
music have kept 


issue of April 1991. Since then Ше! 
has been a great demand for th; 
issue. The said issue remaine 
completely exhausted with u: 
Therefore, we have repeated th 
article in this issue. 
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lighted. 

Jhulelal conti- 
nues to be the 
unifying force and 
the centre of all the 
cultural activities 
among Sindhis. 
Most of the Sind- 
his today greet and 
reciprocate each 
other as "Jhulelal 
Bera-eee-Paar." 
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AS COMART MENT TO COMME © 


—< We do not regret for not serving our nation. 
2. We аге satisfied to serve our community. 


Where all other Sindhi Papers & Magazines beg for a ripple, 
We receive wave without asking and wave after wave after wave 


E . Reason is simple. 
Because we are Sindhi International. 


Therefore we are community. 
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